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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends in Christ,
 
As we reach the end of November and the end of the Church
Year, and with it the beginning of a new Church Year, we
are right back to where we were for a time earlier this year
in terms of our in-person services.  Beginning this past
Sunday, November 22, our in-person services have been
temporarily suspended through Wednesday, December 9,
due to increasing COVID numbers once again.  This was a
difficult decision to make, and one I was hoping we would
not have to make again this year.  But we are, I believe,
doing what is safest for our members for the time being, as
well as what our state health officials are asking us to do in
terms of indoor gatherings.

Our Board of Elders will be meeting on Tuesday evening,
December 1, for our monthly meeting, and we will be
discussing the situation further, including how all of this
might impact our Christmas service schedule.  If at all
possible, we will plan for now to resume our in-person
services on Sunday, December 13, and we will make every
effort to offer in-person services in some form or fashion on
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

In the meantime, please join us virtually for our upcoming
services live on our church Facebook page, or afterwards on-
demand.  Alternatively, if you prefer, our services will also
continue to be broadcast to our parking lot, where they may
be listened to live by tuning in to 1210 AM.  Sermons will
continue to be uploaded to our church web site,
www.peacelcms.org, as soon as possible following each
service, as well.  Finally, noontime devotions, Monday-
Friday, have also resumed on our Facebook page, where they
will remain available on-demand.

The Advent Season & Advent Daily Devotions

The beginning of the new Church Year will have a strange
feel to it, as has so much in 2020, but it will proceed on
schedule, nevertheless.  The season of Advent, which
prepares us for our celebration of Christmas, begins this
coming Sunday, November 29.  As of right now, both our
first two Sunday Advent services (November 29 &
December 6), as well as our first two midweek Advent
services (December 2 & 9 at 7 pm), will be held virtually. 
Lord willing, we will be able to observe the second half of
the Advent season in person.

This year’s Advent devotional from Lutheran Hour Ministries
is entitled, “God with Us.”  The following is a summary:

Christmas is a time for reflecting.  We think of holidays
past and the one that’s upon us.  As you read the
messages of God with Us, consider the many ways that
God is present in your life - through His Word, your
loved ones, the fellowship of believers, Holy
Communion, and more.  His love for us is personal.  He
proved that in a Bethlehem manger - God’s only Son
born for all mankind, so that through the Christ Child we
might know life with Him forevermore.

As always, a few paper copies of this year’s devotional will
be available in the church narthex.  But you may also
subscribe to receive the daily devotions by email, or to listen
to them via podcast, or either read or listen to them in the
Lutheran Hour Ministries app.  Visit www.lhm.org for more
information, or download the LHM app.

Long-Range Planning Retreat & Congregational Survey

Another casualty of the COVID spike this fall was our Long-
Range Planning Retreat, which was scheduled for Saturday,
November 14.  As a result of exposure to someone who tested
positive for COVID, our facilitator, Pastor Randy Johnson,
who is our District Congregational Missions & Ministry
Facilitator (CMMF), was not able to join us.  Our retreat,
therefore, had to be postponed until sometime after the first
of the year.

The Long-Range Planning Committee received approximately
40 completed surveys from members by the initial mid-
October deadline, and a few additional surveys have been
completed since.  If you have not completed the survey yet,
and you are interested in doing so, a few copies remain in the
church narthex.  You may also request that the survey either
be emailed or mailed to you by calling the church office.  We
would particularly like to hear at this point from our members
who are below the age of 50.

As we look ahead into the new year, please remember our
Long-Range Planning Committee, and the committee’s
efforts, in your personal prayers.  The committee, intended to
represent the entire spectrum of our congregational
membership, consists of the following individuals:  Bob
Macomber, Chairman (and congregational Vice-Chairman);
Rick Bannasch, Chad Coolman, Pam DeRoo, Shirley Haan, 
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Cheryl Kowalewsky, Gail Kristola, James Leedy, Shana
Myers, and Rae Reneau, along with myself.  Dan Rothe, our
Congregational Chairman, will serve as an ex-officio
member.

Voters Meetings & Missions

Yet another casualty of the continuing COVID crisis was our
November Voters Meeting, scheduled for this past Sunday,
November 22.  It will not be rescheduled at this point, in the
hope that we will still be able to hold our December Voters
Meeting.  Depending upon our service schedule, that will
tentatively take place, Lord willing, on either Sunday,
December 13, or Sunday, December 20.

One of our Voters actions at this time of the year is to
approve our congregation’s Missions commitment to our
Michigan District for the new year.  While we had intended
to take this action at our November Voters Meeting, we will
now hope to be able to do so at our December meeting. 
Included in this newsletter you will find a copy of our
District’s Annual Report for your reference.  You may also
watch a video version of the report by visiting our District’s
YouTube channel.

Voters Updates

Two items were raised at our September Voters Meeting
with respect to which it was requested that we make sure
that all of our members are sufficiently aware.  First, please
be aware that Peace has a Scholarship Fund which is
intended to provide financial assistance to our members
wishing to enroll their children at St. John’s Lutheran School
or Preschool.  If you are interested in learning more, please
contact the church office or Cheryl Kowalewsky, Board of
Education Chairperson.

Secondly, for those members who utilize our electronic
giving options through Kindrid and the Church Extension
Fund, please be aware that a small fee is assessed by Kindrid
when you give either by credit card or automatic withdrawal. 
If you are making a $100 contribution, for example, you will
only receive credit for $98.86 on your offering statement
from the church.  Please contact the church office with any
questions.  By the way, more than $18,000 in offerings and
contributions has been given to the church electronically so
far during 2020!  Many, many thanks to all of our members
for your continued and faithful giving!

Rest & Rhythm

Finally, the last couple of months I have made a point of
returning to the topics of rest and rhythm, explored in a book
we utilized in an on-line Bible study this fall, entitled
Vantage Point: A New View of Rest, Rhythm, and the Work
of God,” authored by Brenda Jank.  In the coming months,

circumstances-permitting, I will plan to return to this topic. 
In the meantime, I would encourage you to visit the website
of Brenda’s ministry, where you will find a variety of helpful
resources available:  www.runhardrestwell.org.  

As we enter a new Church Year and the season of Advent,
our Lord’s blessings to each of you in Christ, our Savior and
King!
 
In His Service,

Pastor Riddle

Pastor Derek Riddle
 
Daily Bible Reading
 
In 2020 you have been invited to read through portions of the
Old Testament, at the same rate as our New Testament
reading in 2019 of one chapter per day.  During the first half
of November, we finished the Book of Job and then moved on
from there to Ecclesiates and Song of Songs.  During the first
few days of December we will finish Song of Songs and then
move on to Isaiah, which will take us into the new year. 
December’s schedule is as follows:
 

• December 1-4:  Song of Songs 5-8
• December 5-31:  Isaiah 1-27

As always, please feel free to share your questions with
Pastor any time.
 
For Families

A family Thanksgiving activity from Family Time Training
is provided with this newsletter.  See their web site
at www.famtime.com for additional activities and
information.  Other family-friendly resources may be found
at www.visionaryfam.com and www.biblicalparenting.org. 

Board of Elders
Do not be discouraged!

The Board of Elders had some pretty tough decisions to make
this past week, but with the guidance of our Pastor, and
showing respect for our congregants, we decided it would be
best for all if we suspended in-person worship for a short
period, until we see what the latest outbreak does. Who would
have ever thought that we would invite people to not come to
church? What strange times we are living in!

While thumbing through the Pastoral Care Companion
booklet, I happened upon the section on Times of Spiritual
Distress. Changes in life---especially changes that cause grief
and heartache, may lead the faithful to forget the Lord’s
unchanging promises and His holy and gracious will. To
those who are troubled by uncertainties concerning the future
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or the inability to control the circumstances and events of
their lives, the pastor will proclaim the steadfastness of the
Lord in keeping His word of promise. He will remind God’s
people that even in the midst of change “Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today, and forever” (Heb. 12:8) and that in
Him they will stand secure.

The Elders will be meeting again on December 1 to discuss
our way going forward. May the peace of the Lord be with
you. Please remember Pastor and the Board of Elders in your
prayers, as we are also praying for you!!

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday mornings
at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 1450 AM. 
You can also listen on-line or via podcast at
www.lutheranhour.org.  You can also download the
Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device. 
Instructions for doing so can be found at
www.lhm.org/apps/. 

December 6
"Seek My Face"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
We sometimes hear the voice before we see the face that
goes with it. Seek God's face where you hear God's Word.
(Daniel)

December 13
"The Prophet's Paradox "
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The prophet Daniel illustrates how to face the facts while
never losing faith in how the story ends.
(Daniel: 10, 11 and 12)

December 20
"Experience God "
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
We will never fully grasp the idea of God, but that doesn't
keep us from experiencing God's love for us in Christ.
(John 1:1-18)

December 27
"Welcome to the Family!"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook
The book of Galatians gives us a glimpse inside the family
of God. It describes the Christian family as one that stands
firm in Christ's freedom, walks united in the Spirit, and bears
one another's burdens in love.
(Galatians 4:4-7)

Stewardship Corner
Christmas is coming. It is a joyous time of feasting. The
Church feasts upon the Word of God in sermon, song, and
sacrament. 

We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: "Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord" (Luke 2:10-11).
We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, "Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he
is pleased" (Luke 2:14)! We receive the proclaimed Savior,
Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying
in manger but wrapped in bread and wine placed into our
mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. We
feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from
our Lord and God. 

God's people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The
Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people. And He
commanded them to feast upon it (Deuteronomy 16). The
people were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord
would make His name dwell, and give offerings, each man as
he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had
given them (Deut. 16:10, 15, 17). 

And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted
upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the choice
parts of their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the
people of God as they together heard His promises of
blessing, sang of His bountiful goodness, and partook of what
He gave. 

We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us,
not just during Christmas but throughout all the year. We
feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the
temporal blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.
We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word
and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property and
income, family and friends. 

Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient
Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of the
Lord our God that He has given us. Let us, like them, give
generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives,
so that all may know and enjoy the salvation He gives and the
joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is
Christ the Lord.  
Taken from www.LCMS.org

Click on this hyperlink www.michiganintouch.com to view
this month’s Michigan in Touch supplement.
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