
 

 

February, 2019  

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Dear Friends in Christ,                      
 

I’d like to share two items with you this month.  First, in 
Jr. High Confirmation this year we have been utilizing a 
brand new curriculum that corresponds to the newest 
edition of Luther’s Small Catechism with Explanation.  
Shortly before the end of 2018, one of our chapters 
was entitled, “Reading God’s Word.”  The chapter 
laid out five basic principles for reading the Bible.  In 
keeping with the Bible-reading emphasis I have 
identified for this year, I thought it would be worthwhile 
to share those five principles here. 
 

1. The Bible is about forgiveness and life in 
Jesus.  The first thing to remember when 
reading the Bible is that its entire purpose is to 
point us to Jesus.  Every page, ultimately, is 
there to show us God’s great plan of salvation 
in Jesus.  Though there are lots of other things 
going on, as well, it’s important for us not to get 
distracted from the fact that Jesus’ mission to 
save us from sin, death, and hell is the very 
core of the Bible.  John 20:31, for example, is a 
verse that states this truth. 

 

2. Scripture interprets Scripture.  The second 
fundamental principle for reading and 
understanding the Bible has to do with where 
we should look when we have questions about 
what we are reading.  Instead of looking outside 
the Bible for answers to our questions, it’s 
important for us to remember first to look inside 
the Bible to other Bible passages and sections 
and to let God’s Word speak for itself.  This 
includes examining the immediate context of 
what we are reading (what comes both before 
and after), other Biblical writings by the same 
author, and other related passages elsewhere 
in the Bible. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. Testament interprets Testament.  When 
reading the Bible, it’s also important to 
remember the two major divisions in the Bible, 
the Old Testament and the New Testament.  
The Bible is a sort of library of 66 books written 
over 1500 years.  The Old Testament, 
consisting of 39 books, was written before 
Jesus’ birth.  The New Testament, consisting of 
27 books, was written after Jesus’ birth.  Both 
Testaments play an equally important role when 
it comes to reading and understanding God’s 
Word. 

 

Within each Testament, the books of the Bible are 
arranged by genre or type of book, and within each 
genre, they are arranged in the order in which they 
were written.  The Old Testament includes five major 
divisions in terms of the type of book:  Historical books 
(Genesis-Deuteronomy, known as the Pentateuch), 
other Historical books (Joshua-Esther), Poetic books 
(Job-Song of Solomon), Prophetic books, known as the 
Major Prophets (Isaiah-Daniel), and Prophetic books, 
known as the Minor Prophets (Hosea-Malachi).  The 
New Testament includes three divisions:  Historical 
books (Matthew-Acts), Epistles (or letters – Romans-
Jude), and one Prophetic book (Revelation). 
 

4. Words do things.  One of the amazing things 
about God’s Word is that it actually does 
something to us.  It’s not just information – it 
has purpose.  Many messages we receive from 
day-to-day have purposes, too.  However, 
much of the time, they are trying to get us to do 
something.  God’s Word, on the other hand, 
does something to us! 

 

In this regard, it is helpful to remember that God’s 
Word contains and is divided into two main teachings, 
known as Law and Gospel.  God’s Law is the primary 
way He brings people to repentance (shows our sin).  
The Gospel is the primary way He brings people to 
belief (shows our Savior).  These are the main 
questions we should ask when reading any portion 
of God’s Word:  (1) How does this passage point out 
my sin and my desperate need for rescue from death 
and divine judgment?  (2) How does this passage point 
to Jesus Christ as my divine Savior, who has worked 
such a rescue and promises me eternal life? 
 

5. God the Holy Spirit helps us.  Finally, it’s 
important for us to remember that, since the 
Bible is God’s Word, we need His help in order 
to understand it.  We can trust that the Holy 

Good News of Peace 
 

 



Spirit will always guide us in our study of His 
Word.  Because of this, it’s always appropriate 
to begin and end our Bible-reading with prayer.  
Psalm 1 is a wonderful prayer, as one example, 
that reminds us about the importance of 
meditating on, or continually thinking about, 
God’s Word in our life. 

 

I pray these five principles will assist you in your own 
Bible-reading.  Secondly, speaking of the Holy Spirit, I 
recently ran across this short chapter in a book entitled, 
What Happened to our Churches?  The chapter is 
entitled, “Waiting on the Spirit.”  I found it thought-
provoking, and it also seemed appropriate to share 
with you in the early part of this New Year. 
 

When Jesus ascended He told His disciples to “wait for 
the power from on high.”  The Spirit came in a dramatic 
way 50 days later at Pentecost.  Does the Spirit come 
today?  Many traditional and evangelical churches 
don’t act like it, beyond perhaps an annual Pentecost 
birthday party.  That was then.  How does He come 
now?  How can we wait upon His blessings today? 
 

Think like Zacchaeus.  He’s the short guy who climbed 
a sycamore tree so he could see Jesus coming.  Jesus 
then saw him and shared dinner fellowship with him.  
Jesus comes to us now through the Spirit He and His 
Father send.  Like climbing a tree, we can deliberately 
put ourselves in the Spirit’s workplace. 
 

What will you wait for the Spirit to do in your life?  His 
specialty is changing hearts, transforming the 
innermost being of those who follow Christ.  What He 
produces there is greater love, joy, peace, patience 
and other fruit described by Paul in his writings, 
including kindness and trust.  Think of these as 
motivations out of which flow God-pleasing behaviors. 
 

Six practices will put you in the Spirit’s workplace:  
They can be remembered in the acronym GROWTH.  
Go to God in worship and prayer.  Receive His word for 
you.  Opt for self-denial.  Give Witness to your 
experiences.  Trust God in a new venture.  Humble 
yourself before God. 
 

Three of the six are Basic Practices.  The other three 
are Stretch Practices.  The Basic Practices are:  Go to 
God in worship and prayer, receive His word for you, 
and humble yourself before God.  The Spirit always 
works through people of God gathered around His 
Word.  Regularly join them in congregational worship.  
Jesus promises that as earthly fathers know how to 
give good things to their children, “how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who 
ask!” (Luke 11: 13).  In your prayers, ask for whichever 
fruit of the Spirit you desire more of.  Humbling yourself 

before God is basic.  He usually can’t do much with 
you when you are full of yourself. 
 

The Stretch Practices are:  Opt for self denial, give 
witness to your experiences, and trust God in a new 
venture.  The O could also stand for Obey, but 
motivation by duty does not work well in a grace-
oriented church.  When Jesus told the rich young man 
to sell all he owned, He was giving a stretch challenge, 
not a command.  Jesus challenged His disciples to 
deny themselves and take up their cross.  He gave this 
riddle:  “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for me will save it.”  Paul told the 
Ephesians to submit to one another.  Self-denial and 
submission could become a lifestyle, but start with one 
deliberate act of self-denial or submission at least once 
a week. 
 

Trusting God in a new venture will test your trust in 
God’s providence.  A new venture could be as simple 
as offering to care for a neighbor’s children for an 
afternoon.  Or it could be as challenging as helping to 
plant a new church.  Giving witness to your personal 
experiences of the Holy Spirit would be a big stretch for 
most traditional Christians.  Stories of what God has 
done in your life are much more persuasive than citing 
Bible passages to people who no longer believe the 
authority of the Scriptures.  Almost everyone will be 
willing to hear personal stories told in the right setting. 
 

What is your reaction to these GROWTH practices? 
 

In His Service, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Derek Riddle 

 

Sisters in Christ 
Saturday, May 4, 2019 is the date selected for our next 
Sisters in Christ event, “Bloom Where You’re Planted”.  
Save the date!  Ladies, think of someone you could 
reach out to and invite to come along with you to share 
in this time of Christian fellowship.  Perhaps it could be 
a neighbor, a friend, a relative or someone from one of 
our sister congregations!  This is a wonderful 
opportunity for outreach and to “bloom”.  We are trying 
to think of a service project that would tie into our 
theme.  If you have any ideas, let us know!  Our plans 
are in the early stages so watch for more details in the 
next newsletter. 



Upcoming Activities 
A six-week Joint Bible Study with the members of the 
other area LCMS congregations is now underway on 
Wednesday evenings.  We are discussing a book 
entitled, “I Am a Church Member.”  Our meeting 
location is rotating between St. John’s and Peace.  Our 
February meetings will be held as follows:  February 6 
at St. John’s, February 13 at Peace, February 20 at St. 
John’s, February 27 at Peace.  Everyone is welcome! 
 

Due to the extreme cold expected this week, our 
annual Officer Orientation and Congregational 
Leader Training has been rescheduled for Thursday 
evening, February 18, at 7:00 p.m.  Among other 
topics, the evening will include some discussion about 
our congregational mission and vision, a review of the 
five Mission Practices we are currently considering on 
Sunday mornings, and some discussion about 
developing new leaders.  Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend. 
 
“Hearts for Jesus” (A Shipwrecked Saturday 
“Valentine” Adventure) Featuring Music, Games, 
Crafts, Cookie Decorating and... A Special “Heartfelt” 
Project to Benefit Others 

Saturday, February 9, 2019 from 10 a.m. - Noon 
Registration begins at 9:35 a.m. 

The Lutheran Hour 
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday 
mornings at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 
1450 AM.  You can also listen on-line or via podcast at 
www.lutheranhour.org. Now you can also download the 
new Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device.  
Instructions for doing so can be found on The Lutheran 
Hour website.    

February 3"Slow Solution" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

God's gift of eternal life through faith in Christ is 

not a quick fix. It's a slow solution to the hidden 

problem that separates us from God and each from 

other.(John 20:21) 

 

February 10"Where Heaven Meets Earth" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Hitting that snooze button may be doing more 

harm than good. It's time to stop spiritual snoozing 

and wake up.(John 3:1-21) 

 

February 17"Enter His Labor" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

What would you do if your Word was all-powerful? 

Jesus started a conversation with an 

outsider.(John 4:1-42) 

 

February 24"Not by Bread Alone" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

There is a spiritual hunger beyond food that is 

expressed in food. Jesus provides for both.(John 

6:1-29) 

 

Board of Elders News 
Depending on when you are reading this newsletter, 

Good morning, afternoon or evening.  May the Lord 

continue to bless you this day and every day.  As you 

go through the day, look around and see all that God 

has blessed us with.  "The earth is the Lord's and 

everything in it, the world and all who live in it" (Psalm 

42:1).  Take the time today and thank God for 

blessings that we receive daily, for He made us, 

redeemed us and sanctifies us.    

  

Welcome Tom Bruning, Rick Bannasch and Randy 

Martens to the Board of Elders.  Thanks to Terry 

Flewelling,  Daryl Rhode and Chet Karsten for their 

years of service on the board. 

 

The Elders are divided into 5 Elder zones and each 

member is assigned to an Elder  zone.  The Elder 

teams are encouraged to pray for the members 

assigned to them.  The teams also serve together 

during worship services.  If you have any questions or 

concerns you may talk to the Elders you are  assigned 

to.  The Elder zones and member zone list will be on 

the bulletin board net to the church office door.  

ZONE 1     Tom Bruning/David Schaedig 

ZONE 2     Jeff Karsten/Larry Grulke 

ZONE 3     Rich Bannasch/Tom  Catalano 

ZONE 4    David Grulke/Chad Coolman 

ZONE 5 Randy Martens/ Neil Spomer 

 

 

 
To submit an item for the next Newsletter or our weekly 

News and Notes 
email the text to Athena at: 

 office@peacelcms.org 
or you can put it into the Church Office Mail Box 

mailto:office@peacelcms.org


 
Senior Youth Happenings 

*Coffee Fellowship-The Senior Youth will continue to 
host the Coffee Fellowship each available Sunday.  A 
Free Will Donation will be accepted and used to offset 
the expenses for the National Youth Gathering trip this 
July. 
 
*The Senior Youth will host a Spring Bake/Craft Sale 
as a fundraiser on April 13th.  The monies raised will 
be going to offset their expenses for the National Youth 
Gathering trip this July.  This is a joint event with the 
Shipwrecked Event “Journey to the Cross”. 
 
They cannot do this by themselves so they are asking 
for donations.  Donations can be baked goods, spring 
crafts or even an Easter basket filled with goodies!   
 
There is a LOT of snow and cold temperatures right 
now, so how fun to think of Spring colors in all these 
grey days.  Before you know it, Spring Will Be Here!  
We know it takes time to make crafts or put together 
your Easter Baskets, so we wanted to let you know as 
early as possible.  Thank you for helping us in any way 
you can.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Shana Myers or Cinda Grulke at 989-734-2926.   
 

Stewardship Corner 
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was 
made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The church 
spends time hearing of the miracles, the signs and 
wonders, of Jesus in the world.  

And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said 
He was: He was the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, 
the only-begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For 
“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 
1:14). 

It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God 
in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His 
work, by what He said and by what He did. And these 
belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.”  

Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, 
He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word. 

It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe 
in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and 
deed.  

As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and 
again, “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says 

he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith 
by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. … Show me 
your faith apart from your works, and I will show you 
my faith by my works. … For as the body apart from 
the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is 
dead” (James 2:14, 17–18, 26). 

Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our 
trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word 
only, but also in deed and in truth.  

In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us 
an epiphany of our faith in our works of obedience to 
God who commanded them. By this, our faith is made 
manifest to the world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith: 

“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes 
us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old 
Adam and makes altogether different people, in heart 
and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. 
And so it is impossible for it not to do good works 
incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good 
works to do, but before the question rises, it has 
already done them, and is always at the doing of them. 

“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He 
gropes and looks about after faith and good works and 
knows neither what faith is nor what good works are, 
though he talks and talks, with many words about faith 
and good works. 

“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so 
sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a 
thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and 
knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in 
dealing with God and all His creatures. 

“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a 
man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good 
to everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in 
love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace. 

“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, 
quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining 
from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions 
and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to 
make decisions about faith and good works, and yet 
are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of 
Romans) 

So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the 
Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be 
made manifest to the world by what this faith does: 
serving our neighbor — in church, in the family, and 
society — with the works of faith in time, talents, and 
treasures. 

 
 


