
 

 

March, 2019  

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends in Christ,                
 
In this month’s sermons we have been considering, in 
connection with what I believe has started to catch on over 
the past year or so as our congregational vision – all of us 
striving to live one-to-one lives in our everyday encounters 
and relationships – what pastor and author Greg Finke calls, 
in his book Joining Jesus on His Mission, the Five Mission 
Practices. Since we have been considering them one at a 
time, I thought it might be helpful if I summarized those 
practices here briefly, by way of an overview. They are as 
follows:  
 

Seeking the Kingdom What does this practice mean? 
Forming the habit of watching for what God is showing us 
every day in the midst of our daily routines, whether in our 
own lives or in the lives of those around us. Question for 
consideration: How have you seen God at work in your life 
this week? 
 

Hearing from Jesus – especially in the Gospels (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John) What does this practice mean? Being 
able, by regularly spending time following Jesus around in 
the Gospels, to better recognize and respond to what He is 
telling and showing us on our daily mission trip in everyday 
life. Question for consideration: What has God been 
teaching you in His Word lately?  
 

Talking with People What does this practice mean? Jesus 
can do more with two people who are talking with each other 
than He can with two people who are successfully ignoring 
each other. Question for consideration: What kinds of 
conversations are you having with the people around you? 
 

Doing Good What does this practice mean? This practice is 
the result of God preparing and us responding by looking for 
the good we can do in the lives of people around us every 
day. Question for consideration: How can you help make the 
kingdom and grace of God a little more real to the people 
around you?  
 

Ministering through Prayer What does this practice mean? 
Praying for and with people we encounter in our everyday 
lives and conversations.  How we begin this practice is not 
as important as simply starting. Prayer is not so much about 
getting our words right as it is about inviting our King into the 
situation. Question for consideration: How can you help a 
person in prayer today?  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In summary, each day, at the same time you are tending to 
your regular responsibilities, strive to put these Five Mission 
Practices into action and see what Jesus does:  
1. Seek what His kingdom is already showing you.  
2. Listen for the words He’s already speaking to you.  
3. Talk with the people you’re already meeting along the 
way.  
4. Do good when it is within your reach to do so.  
5. Pray … for people and with people. These Five Practices 
are effective at putting us in position to enjoy the people 
around us and to seek, recognize and respond to what 
Jesus is already doing redemptively in their lives. Happy 
practicing!  
 

Bible Reading In connection with the second of the Five 
Mission Practices, Hearing from Jesus, I invited members of 
the congregation to join me in a 21-Day Challenge to read 
through the Gospel of John (21 chapters long), beginning on 
Sunday, February 3, and concluding on Saturday, February 
23. Some of you participated in this challenge via the 
YouVersion Bible app and were able to share observations 
along the way. If you participated in another way, wonderful! 
Please feel free to share any highlights, observations or 
questions with me by simply jotting me a note or sending me 
an E-mail. Please keep your eyes open for additional Bible-
reading challenges and opportunities in the coming months.  
 

Doing Good In connection with the fourth of the Five 
Mission Practices, it is not too soon to start thinking about 
what kinds of individual and group projects might serve, 
throughout the rest of 2019, as a fitting follow-up to last 
year’s “25 for 25” projects. As I suggested this past Sunday, 
this year we might consider reaching out to the members of 
the other LCMS congregations in our community and inviting 
them to join us so that our “one-to-one” vision can start to 
catch on beyond our own congregation. Look for some “26 
for 26” ideas in the narthex shortly.  
 

Upcoming Services A number of our musicians met one 
evening this week, and we would like you to be aware of a 
variety of upcoming services and musical opportunities:  
 

Easter Choir Plans are underway for an informal Easter 
Choir again this year. A handful of practices will be 
scheduled towards the end of March and the first part of 
April. Everyone is welcome!  
 

Christian Music Night Another Christian Music Night is in 
the works, as well. Last year’s was held on a Saturday 
evening at the church and was very well-received. This year 
we are tentatively planning on Saturday, May 18. Please 
mark your calendars and plan to attend! And please also 
keep your eyes open for opportunities to participate!  
 
Hymn Sing Sundays We are also planning another series 
of Hymn Sing Sundays this spring and summer. Tentative 
dates are May 26, June 23, July 28, and August 25. Hymn 
request slips, for you to submit your requests, whether in the 
hymnal or not, will be available in the pew racks shortly.  

Good News of Peace 
 

  



As we prepare to begin another Lenten journey in the weeks 
ahead, the Lord’s blessings to each of you! 

In His Service, 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Derek Riddle 

 

Sisters in Christ 
CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME!! Saturday, April 27, 
2019 is the new date for the next event “Bloom Where 
You’re Planted”. The new time is 11:30 am. We have a 
nice lunch planned, and we have an energetic speaker 
lined up for our program. You won’t want to miss it! We 
have selected to support the Hygiene Pantry as our 
service project. If you are able, we ask that you bring 
deodorant, bar soap, or toothpaste with you that day. 
We encourage you to invite a guest or two to join us in 
this time of Christian fellowship. In order to be prepared 
we ask you to RSVP by April 14, 2019. There will be 
forms in the narthex or you may call Mary Gledhill at 
595-6891 or Joan Sorgenfrei at 734-3316. We pray 
that the Lord will bless our time together. Looking 
forward to having you join us at 11:30 am on Saturday, 
April 27th! 

Upcoming Activities 
A six-week Joint Bible Study with the members of the 
other area LCMS congregations is now underway on 
Wednesday evenings.  We are discussing a book 
entitled, “I Am a Church Member.”  Our meeting 
location is rotating from Church to Church.  Our next 
meeting will be held on February 27 at Peace.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Our annual Officer Orientation and Congregational 
Leader Training was rescheduled for Thursday 
evening, February 28, at 7:00 p.m. Among other topics, 
some discussion about our congregational mission and 
vision is being planned, as well as some discussion 
about developing new leaders. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. 
 
“We’re Not Lucky, We’re Blessed!” (A Shipwrecked 
Saturday Adventure) Featuring Music, Games, Crafts, 
Cookie Decorating and... A Special “Heartfelt” Project 
to Benefit Others 

Saturday, March 9, 2019 from 10 a.m. - Noon 
Registration begins at 9:35 a.m. 

 

Lent 2019 
The Lenten season will get underway with Ash 
Wednesday on March 6. This year we are participating 
in a six-church rotation for our Wednesday services, 
along the lines of our Advent rotation in December. For 
the Lenten season we will be expanding the rotation to 
include St. Michael’s in Belknap, Faith in Hawks, and 
Holy Cross in Onaway. Our theme will be “A Lent to 
Remember.” The schedule will be as follows: 
 

      Ash Wednesday: Faith, Hawks (Remember Dust) 
      March 13: St. John’s (Remember Wondrous Works) 
      March 20: Peace (Remember Jesus’ Words) 
      March 27: Immanuel, Moltke (Remember the Covenant) 
      April 3: St. Michael’s, Belknap (Theme TBA) 
      April 10: Holy Cross, Onaway (Theme TBA) 

 

Services will be at 7:00 p.m. and will be preceded 
by a Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. 

 
The Lutheran Hour 

The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday 
mornings at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 
1450 AM.  You can also listen on-line or via podcast at 
the www.lutheranhour.org.  You can also download the 
new Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device.  
Instructions for doing so can be found on The Lutheran 
Hour website. 
 

March 3 
"Is God Everybody's Father?" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
A Christian can say, "I am not Jesus, but we have the same 

Father" 
(John 8) 

 
March 10 

"Through Another's Eyes" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

Art helps us to better see the world. John's Gospel, which is 
both history and art, puts the world in proper focus 

(John 9:1-41) 
 

March 17 
"Ba-a-ah" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Strikingly, Jesus refers to his people both as "sheep" and as 

"gods" (Psalm 82). How does that work? 
(John 10) 

 
March 24 

"Death Doesn't End the Story" 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

When you hear a person's story, it's hard not to like them. 
See what happens when you listen to the story of Jesus 

(John 11) 
 
 
 

http://www.lutheranhour.org/


Board of Elders News 
Lent will soon be upon us with Ash Wednesday, March 
6th, marking the beginning of Lent.  Many Christians go 
to church and have the sign of the cross put on their 
forehead or hand with ashes.  The ashes remind us 
that dust we are and to dust we shall return.  Ashes 
indicate mourning over our sins and in our heart.  We 
grieve over our sins and ask 'Oh dearest Jesus, what 
law have You broken, that such sharp sentence should 
on You be spoken?' The answer is, "It is my sins for 
which You, Lord, must languish".  On this day we also 
receive Holy Communion-we receive Christ's body 
which was broken and His blood shed for the remission 
of our sins. 

 

Lent is also a time when some people give something 
up, reminding them what God gave up for us.  Maybe, 
just maybe, we could start doing something instead of 
giving up something.  We could start by reading a 
chapter in the Bible daily.  What a better way to thank 
God for what He has done for us by reading His Word. 

 

Come join in our weekly Lenten services as we worship 
together with all the Lutheran churches in the area. 

 

 

 
To submit an item for the next Newsletter or our weekly 

News and Notes 
email the text to Athena at: 

 office@peacelcms.org 
or you can put it into the Church Office Mail Box 

 
 
 

 
Senior Youth Happenings 

*Coffee Fellowship-The Senior Youth will continue to 
host the Coffee Fellowship each available Sunday.  A 
Free Will Donation will be accepted and used to offset 
the expenses for the National Youth Gathering trip this 
July. 
 
*The Senior Youth will host a Spring Bake Sale, Craft 
and Easter Basket Sale as a fundraiser on April 13th.  
The monies raised will be going to offset their 

expenses for the National Youth Gathering trip this 
July.  This is a joint event with the Shipwrecked Event 
“Journey to the Cross”. 
You can help them in Two Ways: 

1.  Donate some goods for the sale:  Craft items, 
an Easter Basket filled with goodies or some 
baked goods. 

2. Come and purchase items from this sale.  You 
can surprise someone with a beautiful Easter 
Basket, some tasty baked goods or some 
beautiful Handmade Crafts. It is always fun to 
give the unexpected. 

Thank you for helping us in any way you can.  If you 
have any questions, please contact Shana Myers or 
Cinda Grulke at 989-734-2926.   
 

Stewardship Corner 
Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of 
God’s providential care. We understand that we’re not 
islands unto ourselves. We could not exist without 
those who have gone before us and those who walk 
alongside us. God has given us forefathers in family, 
country, and faith. We are recipients of what God 
worked through them. We know God provides for our 
well-being through these means. 
 

He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But 
more than that, God created and gave us all the things 
those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the 
corn, the beans, the wheat, the cows for milking, the 
steers for grilling. He gave each of those things for our 
nourishment and sustenance. Without God creating 
and instilling in those things their taste, their nutritional 
value, etc., we would not exist. 
 

God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. 
He gives us medicine and medical instruments, and, of 
course, He gave us everything to make those 
medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in 
those things the properties to be utilized for those 
purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing 
properties into those things – and without God creating 
the ability within man to learn this and implement it to 
serve our medical needs – we would not enjoy the 
health we do now. 
 

But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment 
through our employers and provides for the necessities 
of life through the labor of our hands:  
 

“Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the 
Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of 
Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the 
Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with 
knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise 
artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, 
in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for 
work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to 

mailto:office@peacelcms.org


teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of 
the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34) 
 
And one step back from that, He has created and given 
us hands, and attached to hands are arms with 
strength. He created us with minds to make those arms 
and hands move and accomplish the work set before 
us. And with that mind, He has given us reason and 
senses.  
 

That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in 
it, is able to work through difficult problems before we 
press those arms and hands into labor. It allows us to 
grapple with concepts and run through scenarios 
instead of having to experience every situation 
personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes, as 
well as from the accomplishments, of ourselves and 
others. This can be done for our entire body, all our 
skills and talents, everything that makes us … us.  
 

So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift 
from Him. This is what we confess in the First Article of 
the Creed when we say that we “believe in God, the 
Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” 
 

But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We 
confess two more articles that deal with God’s 
provision for our spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to 
die and be raised on the third day for our justification. 
He delivers that justification through the means of 
grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and 
the Lord’s Supper). And to give you those means of 
grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally 
everything we have and everything we are in this life – 
and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God. 
 

And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And 
that is what stewardship is all about — giving thanks 
for God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more than 
having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a feeling 
in our hearts. 
 

It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay 
there. It works its way out through the mouth in praise 
for God’s gifts and in love and charity through the 
hands to our neighbors in family, country, and church. 
 

“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 
obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16). So give thanks 
to God for His inexpressible gifts — for everything we 
have and everything we are. Do this not only in word 
but also in deed. 


