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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS December 27, 2020

AS WE GATHER
The Gospel for the First Sunday after Christmas takes us to the temple in
Jerusalem, where Jesus is brought by Mary and Joseph.  In presenting Him
there, they are affirming that He is dedicated to God as a firstborn son.  But
He is much more than a son - He is the Son.  In her classic hymn text,
German hymnist Elisabeth Cruciger celebrates His coming as she writes,
“The only Son from heaven, foretold by ancient seers, By God the Father
given, In human form appears.  No sphere His light confining, No star so
brightly shining As He, our Morning Star” (LSB 402:1).  Jesus is the One in
whom we see our salvation, whose light guides our way through life, and
whose presence enlightens our world.  With joy, we worship Him!

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

T PREPARATION T

OPENING HYMN “Once in Royal David’s City”  [Sts.1-4] LSB 376
1 Once in royal David’s city

    Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
    In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.
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2 He came down to earth from heaven,
   Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
   And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Savior holy.

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern,
    Day by day like us He grew;
He was little, weak, and helpless,
    Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feels for all our sadness,
And He shares in all our gladness.

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him,
    Through His own redeeming love;
For that child so dear and gentle
    Is our Lord in heav’n above;
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Luke 2:30, 32; Psalm 71:19, 23
P Alleluia!  My eyes have seen Your salvation,
C a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people

Israel.  Alleluia!

P Your righteousness, O God, reaches the high heavens.
C You who have done great things, O God, who is like You?

P My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to You;
C my soul also, which You have redeemed.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P People redeemed by the Lord, let us now make confession of our sins

to God, our heavenly Father.
C Merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 

We repent of having sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed.  We have left undone those things we ought to have done;
we have done those things we ought not to have done.  We have
not lived our lives fully in the freedom won for us by our Lord.  We
have not always shared the bounty You have given us as stewards
of Your creation.

We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and
forgiveness in Jesus, our Savior.  By the renewing work of the
Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each
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day we may grow in righteousness and godly living to the glory of
Your holy name.

P God has promised pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning
sacrifice of His beloved Son, who has replaced slavery to sin with a
priceless inheritance of freedom and joy.  As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  As you believe, so may it be.

C Amen.

T WORD T

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.  

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in
the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human
nature.  Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to
be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

CELEBRATION OF THE DAY
P The days immediately following the celebration of the birth of our Lord

Jesus on Christmas Day have been utilized by the Church as a time for
special commemorations.  December 26 is the Festival of St. Stephen,
the first martyr, and December 27 is the Festival of St. John, one of the
best known of the disciples.  Known as “the disciple whom Jesus loved,”
John plays a prominent part in the years of Jesus’ earthly ministry and
is one of the most active of the apostles in the time after our Lord’s
ascension, when the Christian Church had its beginnings.  He is
honored for his contributions to the New Testament, including the
Gospel according to St. John, three Epistles, and the Book of
Revelation, the last book of the Bible.  John is commemorated in
artwork, in literature, and in song.  Together we speak stanzas 1 and 8
of the hymn “By All Your Saints in Warfare.”

HYMN     “By All Your Saints in Warfare”  [Sts. 1, 8] LSB 517
1 By all Your saints in warfare, 

For all Your saints at rest,
Your holy name, O Jesus, 
Forevermore be blest!
For You have won the battle 
That they might wear the crown;
And now they shine in glory  
Reflected from Your throne.
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8 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (December 27)
For Your belov’d disciple 
Exiled to Patmos’ shore,
And for his faithful record, 
We praise You evermore.
Praise for the mystic vision 
Through him to us revealed;
May we, in patience waiting, 
With Your elect be sealed.

© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.; © 2006 Gregory J.
Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683. Public domain

P The son of a successful fishing businessman and a caring mother, John
was in the inner circle of the disciples of Jesus.  From the cross, Jesus
entrusted His mother, Mary, to the care of John because He knew she
would be cared for in a kindly way.  Tradition suggests that Mary lived
with John for some fifteen years after the time of Jesus’ ascension. 
Through the words of John’s writing, we hear Jesus confidently affirm
who He was and is, and why He had come to earth.  “I am the bread of
life; I am the resurrection and the life,” He says (John 6:35; 11:25). 
Those words, recorded and shared by John, have inspired all
generations of Christian people.  We join in the unending chorus of
thanks and praise as we speak stanza 3 of “By All Your Saints in
Warfare.”

HYMN      “By All Your Saints in Warfare”  [St. 3] LSB 517
3 Then let us praise the Father 

And worship God the Son
And sing to God the Spirit, 
Eternal Three in One,
Till all the ransomed number 
Fall down before the throne,
Ascribing pow’r and glory 
And praise to God alone.

© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.; © 2006 Gregory
J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683. Public domain

OLD TESTAMENT  Isaiah 61:10–62:3
(Nations will acknowledge the Chosen One of the Lord.)

Printed on the back cover of the service folder.

EPISTLE  Galatians 4:4–7
(At the right time, God sent His Son into the world.)

Printed on the back cover of the service folder.

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a
P To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder.
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P And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

C Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:22–40
(Jesus is presented in the temple by Mary and Joseph.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter
C Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM       The Third Article
P Through the working of the Holy Spirit, we can call God our “Abba” - our

Father.  The Spirit directs our praying and intercedes for us.  Today we
confess the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the work of the Holy
Spirit and also speak the words from Luther’s Small Catechism
regarding the work of the Spirit through the Church, of which each of us
is a special part.

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified
and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the
whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in
the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins
and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.

SERMON
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

– Psalm 19:14
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OFFERINGS
· May be left in the narthex or mailed to the church
· May be given electronically:

o Visit our web site:  www.peacelcms.org
o Click on the “Give” button or “Ministries” and then on

“Online Giving”
· May be given by text to (989) 308-4203 & then follow the

instructions

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Gathered as God’s people and as heirs of an eternal inheritance, let us

pray for the whole Church and for all who bear the name of Jesus
Christ, who is our Light and our Salvation.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P As we remember St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, we pray for the
Church, asking that through her the joyous news of salvation may be
proclaimed as the Holy Spirit directs.  Give us faith to acknowledge and
rejoice in the fellowship that we share in Christ with people here and in
every place, that we may see in each sister and brother in Christ a
reflection of Your glory.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to all who
bear office in our land, especially the president and Congress of the
United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those
who make, administer, and judge our laws.  Help them to serve all those
in their care according to Your holy will, that we may live in peace and
safety.

Save us from pestilence and plague, from unseasonable weather, and
from the dangers that are ever-present in our lives.  And grant us Your
blessing as one calendar year closes and another begins.  Lord, in Your
mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs. 
Especially we remember the sick, the shut-in, those dealing with
depression, those who sorrow, and others known to us who at this time
are in need of prayer.  Help us to be people who bless, encourage, and
strengthen all those in our circles of relationship and beyond.  Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Sovereign Lord, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved
and served You in Your Church on earth, who now rest from their
labors.  Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last
to the joys of heaven.  Bless the communion we share on earth as we
await the Supper of the Lamb in His kingdom.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us,
heavenly Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory

forever and ever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION
P Go out into the world in peace, have courage, hold to what is good,

return no person evil for evil, strengthen the fainthearted, support the
weak, help the suffering, honor all of God’s people, love and serve the
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  The almighty God—the
Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—bless you and keep you and
give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359
1 Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

    From tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming
    As prophets long have sung,
It came, a flow’ret bright,
    Amid the cold of winter,
When half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah ’twas foretold it,
    The rose I have in mind;
With Mary we behold it,
    The virgin mother kind.
To show God’s love aright,
    She bore to us a Savior,
When half-spent was the night.

3 This flow’r, whose fragrance tender
    With sweetness fills the air,
Dispels with glorious splendor
    The darkness ev’rywhere.
True man, yet very God,
    From sin and death He saves us
And lightens ev’ry load.
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4 O Savior, child of Mary,
    Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory,
    Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray
    To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.
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T in the name of Jesus T

Acknowledgments:
This morning’s service has been adapted from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter
1. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.

8


