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From the Pastor’s Desk

As I sit down to write this, we have reached the last day of
March.  When March began, none of us could have possibly
imagined how the month would end – with all of us being
quarantined to our homes for a month or more, with the
exception of those designated as essential workers.  Much of
life as we know it has come to a grinding halt for now, and
we’ve all been forced to adjust and adapt as best as we’re
able.  Needless to say, it’s been a challenge, and we are all
having to learn as we go.

As March began, the season of Lent had just gotten
underway.  The Coronavirus scare wound up disrupting the
season roughly half-way through, and we were unable to
hold our final three joint midweek services as planned, not
to mention our Sunday services.  As April begins, the
disruption will of course continue and will encompass Palm
Sunday, Holy Week, Easter Sunday, and the first part of the
Easter season.  And who knows after that?  

Especially fittingly this year, the season of Lent is already a
wilderness of sorts, patterned after our Lord’s 40 days in the
wilderness at the beginning of His ministry, and Israel’s 40
years in the wilderness prior to that.  In fact, oddly enough,
there is a certain connection between Lent and the idea of a
“quarantine,” as explained in a Lutheran Witness article
from a number of years back:

The idea of the special nature of the 40 days is reflected
in the English word quarantine, which has come to
connote a time of separation from, and special attention
to, the daily sequence of activity for the restoration of
health and well-being.  For Christians in previous
centuries, the quarantine of the 40 days of Lent included
going without regular meals for a period of time.  That
custom is still observed in various parts of Christendom
today.

To quote from the introduction to this year’s Ash
Wednesday service, which I also cited in my March column,
“Lent is a desert journey from the dust and ashes of Ash
Wednesday to the cross and forgiveness of Good Friday, and
then ultimately, to the joys of Easter and new life.  But we
do not fast-forward through the desert.  We still must wander
through Lent in humility and faith.”  We have certainly had
to do that this year in a way we did not expect when our
Lenten journey began.

This Lenten season has been unlike any other most of us
have experienced, and we will surely never hear the word
“quarantine” in the same way again.  I also referred in my
March column to the mountaintop of Easter Sunday at the
conclusion of our Lenten journey.  While the fact of our
Savior’s victorious resurrection from the dead remains
unchanged, of course, admittedly our celebration of Easter
will not feel the same this year.

Having said that, I would like to close, however, by offering
the wise perspective of Pastor Greg Finke, author of the
book Joining Jesus on His Mission, to which I’ve referred on

occasion, which he shared in a recent E-mail.  He is writing
in response to the idea that this year Christians ought to
consider postponing Easter until we can safely gather again:

Remember what Easter actually is.  Easter is not a great
end to a great story worthy of an annual celebration.

Easter might seem like a great end to a great story because
it is positioned toward the end of each of the four
gospels. But Easter is not the end of the story.  It is the end
of the beginning of the story. It is a launch. It is the grand
physical evidence that sin and death have been definitively
removed so that we are now completely free to get up off
our … pews and get on with the living and loving and
redemption and restoration that the world so desperately
needs.

Combine Good Friday, Easter and our baptism and we
become the body of Christ … not metaphorically but
materially. Jesus literally took our sin away from us on the
cross and put His Spirit back into us through baptism. 
That means we are now literally the way through which
the resurrected Jesus becomes real, physical, tangible and
active to the people around us that need Him so badly.

Easter is not about a party for us but a lifestyle for the
good of others.  We honor Jesus not by waiting to
celebrate Easter till it’s safe but learning to celebrate
Easter every day when it’s not.

It’s said all the time:  “Every Sunday is Easter” (even in
Lent). What if we meant that? What if we used every
Sunday as an Easter launch to remind each other of what
is already [true]? That we are freed up from sin and death
for a reason!  That we get to be refilled, reminded,
refreshed and restored so that we can be recommissioned
and head out for another week of adventuring with the
Living One for the good of others!

Easter is already happening. It’s not a date on the calendar
but a new reality unleashed.  Jesus is already out of the
tomb.  Jesus is already on the loose in the community. And
He’s still inviting us to join Him for the good of our
neighbors.

It’s been Easter every day for 2000 years. Every morning,
we get to once again rise up with Jesus and look for ways
to help others experience His love, life, hope, truth and
grace. From Him, to us, through us, to the people around
us that need Him so badly.

Postpone Easter? Are you kidding me? You can’t. It’s
already happening. And our neighbors need us to live it.

It has been a Lent unlike any other, and it will be an Easter
unlike any other this year.  But our Savior is still risen and
alive, and our God still knows what He’s doing.  Perhaps that
will give us the courage to concentrate less on what we aren’t
going to have this year and more on what we already do have
– and all the ways we have to share it with others!



In that light, may God richly bless our Holy Week and Easter
celebration this year!

Serving Him with You – but from home for now,

Pastor Derek Riddle

Ways to Worship and Stay Connected During
the Quarantine
Please be mindful, while our regular worship opportunities
remain suspended, of the ways we still have to gather
together for worship during this time – albeit a little bit
differently for now:

Facebook Live
Worship services are being livestreamed on our public
church Facebook page – Peace Lutheran Church, Rogers
City, Michigan – at our regular worship times.  This will
include our 9:30 a.m. service on Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday, as well as our 7:00 p.m. service on Maundy
Thursday and our 1:00 p.m. service on Good Friday.  You
are welcome to join these services live – or to view them
later at your convenience.

Daily noontime devotions with Pastor are also being
streamed on our church Facebook page.  You are
welcome to join live – or to view the devotions at your
convenience.

Web Site
Pastor’s sermons are regularly posted to our church site
– www.peacelcms.org.  Click on the “About Peace” tab
and then on the “Sermons” link in the drop-down menu,
and then on an individual sermon to listen.  In the coming
weeks, we will be working on making additional
resources available on the web site, as well.

99.9 FM
On Sunday mornings at 10:30 a.m., you are invited to
tune in to the St. John’s weekly radio broadcast.  During
the quarantine, the broadcast will feature abbreviated
services and messages which Pastor has recorded
previously.  There will also be a broadcast on Good
Friday at 1:00 p.m.

Resources and Updates
Resources and updates will be provided regularly on our
Peace Members Facebook page (if you are a Facebook
user and are not a member, simply ask to join), by way of
Remind text messages (or E-mails), and by way of E-
mail.  If you are not receiving text (or E-mail) updates via
Remind, or if you are not receiving E-mails from the
church office, please make sure we have your correct cell
phone number and/or E-mail address on file.

Church Office
During the quarantine, both Pastor and Peggy are working
largely from home.  If you need assistance, or would like
to receive the weekly News & Notes or the monthly
newsletter by way of E-mail, please feel free to contact us
in the following ways:

Pastor:
Home:  (989) 474-9292
Cell:  (309) 840-0989
E-mail:  pastorjdriddle@peacelcms.org 
or peace@peacelcms.org

Peggy:
Home:  (989) 306-1375
Cell: (989) 306-3795
E-mail:  office@peacelcms.org

Portals of Prayer
The April-June Portals of Prayer is available.  If you would
like to have your copy delivered to you at home, please feel
free to notify Peggy, and we will make sure it gets to you.

Offerings
While services remain suspended, while you may mail your
offerings to the church (mail will still be checked regularly),
you may also wish to take advantage of on-line or text
giving. Your regular offerings to Peace’s ministry may be
given on-line or via text through a company called Kindrid,
with whom our Michigan District Church Extension Fund is
partnering. If you are interested in giving on-line, you may do
so by clicking on the “give” button on our web
site (www.peacelcms.org), where you may give via credit
card or automatic withdrawal. You may also give via text by
sending a text to the following number:  989-308-4203, which
is unique to our congregation. Then you may simply text the
amount you’re interested in giving followed either by
“general” (for the General Fund), “missions” (for Missions)
or “building” (for the Building Maintenance & Improvement
Fund). You will find these same instructions on the web
page. (We are still in the process of setting up our special
funds to receive gifts this way.) When you give your gifts this
way, they are deposited directly into our church’s checking
account, and they will still be recorded by the Financial
Secretary.  When making your gift in either of these ways,
you will have the opportunity either to “Give Now” or “Sign
Up.”  When you are giving this way for the first time, click
the “Sign Up” option and then follow the prompts provided. 
Contact the church office with questions.

Also from Pastor:

2020 Focus
I will plan to return to this topic in future months.

Daily Bible Reading
In 2020 you are invited to read through portions of the Old
Testament, at the same rate as our New Testament reading
last year of one chapter per day.  We finished the book of
Exodus in March.  In April, we will be skipping ahead to the
book of Joshua (followed by Judges), as well as the book of
Psalms, according to the following schedule:

April 1-24:  Joshua 1-24/Psalms 1-24
April 25-30:  Judges 1-6/Psalms 25-30

As always, please feel free to share your questions with
Pastor any time.

Leviticus-Deuteronomy
Because we will be skipping over the books of Leviticus,
Numbers and Deuteronomy in our daily Bible reading, I
thought it might be helpful to provide at least a brief overview
of those books.  These brief summaries come from The Holy
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Bible, English Standard Version, published by Crossway
Bibles.

Leviticus
Leviticus begins with the people of Israel at the foot of Mt.
Sinai.  The glory of the Lord had just filled the tabernacle
(Exodus 40:34-38), and God now told Moses to instruct the
Levitical priests and the people of Israel concerning
sacrifices, offerings and worship, the ordination of Aaron
and his sons, ceremonial cleanness, the Day of Atonement,
feasts and holy days, and the Year of Jubilee.  The central
message is that God is holy, and He requires His people to
be holy.  But the book also shows that God graciously
provides atonement for sin through the shedding of blood. 
Most Jews and Christians recognize Moses as the author,
writing sometime after the giving of the Law (about 1445
B.C.).

The Lutheran Study Bible adds the following:

As you study the Book of Leviticus, reflect on the detail and
deep care with which God teaches the people about faithful,
orderly worship.  Though worship is chiefly a matter of faith
and sincere repentance, God’s people must not regard the
outward expressions of worship as mere formalism; our
outward actions reveal our hearts.  Genuine confession of
faith manifests itself in thought, word, and deed.

Note especially the four greatest themes of Leviticus: 
cleansing, atonement, rest, and redemption.  These themes
foreshadow Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross, His peace, and the
freedom He grants us in the Gospel.  Seeing these broad
themes allows one to understand that Leviticus is truly about
the chief article of the Christian faith:  justification through
Christ’s blood.

Numbers
The English title “Numbers” comes from the two censuses
that are a central feature of this book.  However the Hebrew
title, “In the Wilderness,” is more descriptive of the book. 
Numbers tells how God’s people traveled from Mount Sinai
to the border of the Promised Land.  But when they refused
to take possession of the land, God made them wander in the
wilderness for nearly forty years.  Throughout the book, God
is seen as a holy God who cannot permit disobedience, but
also as the one who faithfully keeps His covenant and
patiently provides for the needs of His people.  Numbers
ends with a new generation preparing for the conquest of
Canaan.  Most Jews and Christians recognize Moses as the
author, writing during the final year of his life (1405 B.C.).

The Lutheran Study Bible adds the following:

As you read Numbers, reflect on how God repeatedly speaks
His Word of Law and promise to the people while sustaining
them in the wilderness.  Each event illustrates His fatherly
discipline and gracious care for a wayward, rebellious
people.  Numbers leaves the reader hanging, anticipating
something greater because the Book ends on Jordan’s east
bank, just shy of the Promised Land.

While reading numbers, pray for the Lord to discipline and
sustain you in the service of His kingdom.  Also, anticipate
how He prepares something greater for you, an eternal
homeland in heaven to be revealed when Christ returns.

Deuteronomy
Deuteronomy, which means “second law,” is a retelling by
Moses of the teachings and events of Exodus, Leviticus, and
Numbers.  It includes an extended review of the Ten
Commandments (4:44-5:33) and Moses’ farewell address to
a new generation of Israelites as they stand ready to take
possession of the Promised Land.  He reminds them of God’s
faithfulness and love, but also of God’s wrath on the previous
generation of Israelites because of their disobedience. 
Repeatedly he charges Israel to keep the Law.  Deuteronomy
is a solemn call to love and obey the one true God.  There are
blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.  The
book closes with the selection of Joshua as Israel’s new
leader and the death of Moses (about 1405 B.C.).

The Lutheran Study Bible adds the following:

Although many passages in Deuteronomy describe civil and
ceremonial laws for Old Testament Israel, take special note of
how Moses emphasizes the Lord’s love and election of His
people, which extends to believers today.  Deuteronomy
shows us the heart of God:  His wrath and His mercy.

Bible Study Opportunities
While services remain suspended, all classes and activities
remain suspended, as well.

Catechism Series
In the process of helping our Fall Confirmands to prepare for
Confirmation Sunday this past fall, I identified a handful of
questions from the 2017 revision of the Small Catechism
which I felt it would be helpful for them to review.  Several
of these questions address “larger,” very practical issues,
which I thought might also benefit the congregation at-large. 
A few months back I began a series in which I will attempt to
share some of these from month to month.  I will plan to
continue do so in the order in which they appear in the
catechism.  This month’s question:

Question 138:  What is God doing about all the suffering and
death in the world?  The catechism answers this question in
four parts:

A. God does not allow evil to have the final word. He
daily brings forth new life in the midst of and in spite
of all the sin and death in the world.  See Genesis
8:22; Acts 14:16-17.

B. On the cross, Christ took all of our suffering into
Himself.  By His death, Christ overcomes our
suffering and death.  In His resurrection from the
dead, Christ gives eternal life to all who trust in Him,
even to those who are suffering.  See Romans 5:8;
Isaiah 53:3-4; John 11:25.

C. God is working out all things for His gracious
purposes and for the well-being of His Church, even
though we cannot always see this.  See Genesis 50:20;
Romans 5:3-5; Romans 8:28-29.

D. When Jesus returns, God will free His children from
all suffering, and with them, the entire creation.  See
Romans 8:18-21; Revelation 21:4.

Next month’s question:  Is there evidence for the resurrection
of Jesus?



The 2017 edition of Luther’s Small Catechism with
Explanation is available from Concordia Publishing House
for $15.99 and can be ordered any time through the church
office.

Board of Elders
The Board of Elders would like to encourage everyone in the
congregation to continue to pray for each other, our pastor,
Pastor’s family, our sick and shut-ins, and our own families
during these uncertain times. We would also encourage you
to visit Peace Lutheran’s Facebook page to view Pastor’s
live and recorded devotions and daily messages. We will
soon meet again in our church sanctuary to worship together.

The Lord gives strength to His people; the Lord blesses
His people with peace.  Psalm 29:11

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday mornings
at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 1450 AM. 
You can also listen on-line or via podcast at
www.lutheranhour.org.  Now you can also download the
new Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device. 
Instructions for doing so can be found at
www.lhm.org/apps/. 

April 5
"There's Still Time"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
People can be unreceptive to God's love because they are very
bad-or because they think they are very good.
(Exodus 11-12)

April 12
"Whatever Gets Your Attention Gets You"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
"To believe is more than just acknowledging that Jesus is risen
from the dead; it includes that, but there's more. It's about where
you lay your fears, where you rest your concerns. It has to do
with what gets your attention-with what gets you."
(John 20)

April 19
"You Haven't Lost Me"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Christians are not immune from relapses into sin and doubt. A
Christian is at the same time both saint and sinner. Dr. Michael
Zeigler tells how God loves us through the relapses, in a message
titled "You Haven't Lost Me." And we'll hear how the Bible
Project's animated videos present the Bible as a unified story that
leads to Jesus.
(Exodus 14)

April 26
"The Great Pursuit"
Guest Speaker: Pastor Ryan Tinetti
(Exodus 15)

Stewardship Corner
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most common questions
a person might ask is not whether a Christian should give to
their church. Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians should
give to their church.

The most common question: "How much should I give?" But
what they really mean is this: "Should Christians give a tithe of
their income to their local congregation?" So, let's look at why
you should or should not tithe.

Following are some reasons often offered for why Christians
shouldn't give a tithe to their church:

Some say you shouldn't tithe because it isn't expressly
commanded in the New Testament. Lacking that command, there
is no "Thus saith the Lord" and no "should" for giving a tithe to
your congregation.

Others say that Christians give to their congregation in ways
much broader than money. They give of their time and their
talents, and these, together with treasures (money), add up to
more than a tithe.

Still others say they give of their treasures to other things besides
their congregation, and they want to support those things
alongside their church.

And there are those who think Christians shouldn't tithe because
of fear. If they tithe, they are afraid their gift will be misused, and
they are afraid they won't have enough to get the things they use,
want, or need.

Following are some reasons for why Christians should give a
tithe to their church:

Even though the New Testament doesn't specifically command
Christians to give a tithe, the Old Testament people were
commanded to tithe and did. On top of this, St. Paul often
describes the giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a
tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the first fruits of their
income (1 Cor. 6:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).

But here's another way to think about it. What was the point of
the tithe in the Old Testament? Where did it go? The reason for
the Old Testament tithe was to support the full ministry of the
Levites. They were not given any land because they had no time
to farm; their full-time job was the ministry.

What does it say in the New Testament? "The Lord has
commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their
living from the Gospel" (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that
Luther put in the Small Catechism's Table of Duties to cover
what Christians owe to the support of the ministry.

It seems clear from both the Old and the New Testaments that the
tithe is the goal of Christians in their giving. But what if we're not
there yet? How should we handle this? What are we to do?

Let's answer this by asking a different question about something
entirely different. What would you say to your adult children
who only attended church quarterly or once a month? There is,
after all, no passage in the New Testament that requires
Christians to go to church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest
we have, and it states simply for Christians to not neglect
gathering together. Even though there is no passage that
commands Christians to gather weekly, that is the implicit
expectation throughout the Old and New Testaments. It is the
goal.

So, what would you say to that son or daughter? I'd expect that
conversation would be something like this: "I'm glad you're still
going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to hear God's promises
of forgiveness, life, and salvation, and to receive His gifts in the
Word and the Sacraments. But you can do better, and it will only
be a blessing to you. There is a better way, and I'd really like you
to try to attain it."

This same conversation is how we should approach the topic of
the tithe. It's not specifically commanded in the New Testament,
but it sure seems like the implicit expectation of both the Old and
New Testaments. So, the church is ecstatic that you're giving
when you're giving in all these ways – time, talents, and
treasures.
Taken from: www.LCMS.org
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