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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends in Christ,
 
This month, I would like first of all to extend my gratitude
once again to everyone within the congregation who
contributed to our recent collection on behalf of Franklin
Avenue Mission in Flint.  FAM is an important ministry of
our Michigan District, supported by numerous congregations
across the District, in a particularly impoverished part of
Flint.  Since arriving in Michigan I had become acquainted
with FAM by name.  But last fall I had the opportunity to
visit the mission personally when the District’s Board of
Directors held our October meeting there.  It was an eye-
opening visit, particularly driving into and seeing first-hand
the overall condition of that part of the city.  It reminded me
of the south side of Peoria, Illinois, where I grew up, which
was a part of the city my family and I didn’t visit very often
and were never especially excited about visiting when we
needed to for one reason or another.  It also reminded me
how much I regularly take for granted.

While that part of Flint isn’t much to look at on the surface,
it was, on the other hand, both rewarding and refreshing to
witness the liveliness of the activity on the inside of the
mission that day, even though I was only able to get a
glimpse of it.  As I have become even more acquainted with
it, I have only become more impressed by the nature and the
extent of their ministry.

After having the opportunity to visit in person last fall, I
shared some information about the mission with our Church
Council, as well as our Board of Evangelism (since
combined with the Board of Stewardship and renamed the
Board of Human Care Ministry) and suggested that we
consider sponsoring a mission trip of some sort to FAM this
past summer.  Needless to say, COVID hit, and traveling to
Flint seemed to be out of the question, at least for this year. 
But to make a long story short, Cinda Grulke assisted me
with making contact with the mission in order to inquire how
we might help meet some of their needs from afar.

As it turned out, one of the mission’s volunteers frequents
the northern part of the state and offered to pass through
Rogers City sometime if we wished to collect some items for
them.  So we eventually acquired a list of needed items, and
that led to our collection this fall.  She and her husband
drove their camper up north and spent the weekend at Hoeft,
and they stopped by the church on their way home on
Sunday afternoon, and we loaded up their camper with the
items we had collected.  It was most definitely a joy to see
everything piled up in both the narthex and the Fellowship
Hall beforehand! 

We received a very nice thank you from FAM, which is
posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.  An overview of
their many ministries was also enclosed, and that
information has been included in this newsletter so that you
might become better acquainted with everything they do in
their community.  You may also visit their web site at

franklinavenuemission.com.  What a wonderful example they
are of loving and serving our neighbors!

As the pandemic continues and continues to create challenges
and hardships for all of us in one way or another, I am
reminded of the Apostle Paul’s words in 2 Corinthians 8:

We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God
that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for
in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and
their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of
generosity on their part.  For they gave according to their
means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their
own free will, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking
part in the relief of the saints (2 Corinthians 8:1-4).

To each of you who contributed, thank you, once again, for
your generosity and kindness!  And please keep your eyes and
ears open, as we are already planning another collection on
behalf of FAM sometime in the spring.

Secondly, I wanted to return again to the topics of rest and
rhythm, explored in a book we utilized in an on-line Bible
study earlier this fall, entitled Vantage Point: A New View of
Rest, Rhythm, and the Work of God,” authored by Brenda
Jank.  What follows are a few insights from a section of
Chapter 1 (Rest 101), entitled “Roadblocks.”

Roadblocks

Buried in the collective mindset of Western culture and deep
within our own hearts is the notion that rest is not an activity
for the movers and shakers of this world.  Rest is not for the
vibrant and passionate, but for the decrepit who live in “rest
homes” and for the dead who we encourage to “rest in peace.”

Still, we can all attest to a very real need for rest.  It bears
down upon us with a crushing force.  So we flirt with rest. 
Entertainment and escape top the list.  Entertainment is made
up of socially acceptable activities like TV, movies, sporting
events, shopping, gaming, social media, etc.  These activities
can be a part of rest, when enjoyed in moderation.  Too often,
however, they are the sole beneficiaries of our attention.  In
excessive doses, these activities are not God-honoring and do
not refresh, recharge or refuel.

Escape is another thing.  These activities - often addictions -
are socially unacceptable by most standards.  There is a
darkness to escape.  These activities are often done in secret
and we become caught in their grip.  In the end they leave us
empty and reeling, unraveling all we hold dear.

Why do entertainment and escape get the best of our “free”
time?  Because we do not have a theology of rest.  This lack,
this loss, this gap, causes us to fall back on the definition of
rest sculpted by the world, a definition focused on
entertainment and escape.  What is your definition of rest? 
Have you ever spent time thinking that through?  When we
dig a little deeper, we must explore the factors that influence
our definition of rest.



The author goes on to refer to six “heavy hitters.”  They are
the Puritan work ethic, our home life (what our parents
valued and, therefore, probably rubbed off on us), our
personality (how we are wired), the church (what the church
teaches, or doesn’t teach, with respect to rest), our disregard
and contempt for our God-designed limits, and the myth of
a calmer tomorrow (“I’ll take a break when …”).

I was particularly struck by the fourth and fifth of these. 
With respect to the church, the author observes:

The church teaches us to love, serve, forgive, tithe, and pray,
but have you ever been taught how to rest?  Rest well?  It’s
an area where the church falls painfully short.  Rest is not
valued, prioritized or modeled by our leaders and mentors. 
Few take this road less traveled, so we wander in the desert
weary and worn.

With respect to our limits, the author shares the following
quote, particularly interesting in the light of our frequent
need to wear masks during the pandemic:

Do I frequently desire to be more than I am?  My
calendar reveals this issue in my life.  When scheduling
I’m not always realistic about the limits of my time or
energy.  And as a result, my “masked” self (my super-
human self), who does not want to disappoint others or
wishes to appear more capable, says “yes” to too many
things.  My “masked” self has agreed to something my
real self cannot sustain.  As hard as it is for me to face,
this kind of refusal to live within my “God-designed”
limits is the root of many evils in my life, creating for me
a life that is unmanageable.

The author concludes this section of the book by offering the
following definition of rest:

Rest is doing that which refreshes.  It is based on God’s
words to Moses and Israel in Exodus 23:12 (NIV):  “Six
days do your work, but on the seventh day do not work so
that … (all) may be refreshed.”

What is your definition of rest?  What does rest look like in
your life?  What roadblocks stand in your way?  External
realities undoubtedly play a role, but how often are we
hindered by internal beliefs and acquired baggage?  What
role do these play in your unrest?

In the coming months, circumstances-permitting, I will plan
to return to this topic.  In the meantime, I would encourage
you to visit the website of Brenda’s ministry, where you will
find a variety of helpful resources available: 
www.runhardrestwell.org.  

As we enter the final two months of 2020, our Lord’s
continued blessings to each of you in Christ, our Savior!
 
In His Service,

Pastor Riddle
Pastor Derek Riddle
 
Daily Bible Reading
 
In 2020 you have been invited to read through portions of
the Old Testament, at the same rate as our New Testament
reading in 2019 of one chapter per day.  During the first half

of November, we will finish the Book of Job and then move
on from there to Ecclesiates and Song of Songs.  November’s
schedule is as follows:
 

November 1-14:  Job 29-42
November 15-26:  Ecclesiastes 1-12
November 27-30:  Song of Songs 1-4

 
As always, please feel free to share your questions with
Pastor any time.
 
For Families

Family Time Training’s activities of the month for
September, October, and November are included below.  See
their web site at www.famtime.com for additional activities
and information.

September:  Firm In The Faith

Teaching Goal:  Our surroundings can strengthen or weaken
our faith.

Scripture:

1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be misled:  Bad company
corrupts good character.

Romans 12:2  Do not conform to the pattern of this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you
will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good,
pleasing and perfect will.

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters,
stand firm.  Let nothing move you.  Always give yourselves
fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
labor in the Lord is not in vain.

Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but
encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the
Day approaching.

Materials:
• Paper and pen or pencil
• Bowl
• Water
• Cornstarch

1. Play theme song
2. Pray
3. Review last lesson
4. Lesson and discussion
• Words that are written in bold are when the leader is

speaking.  Feel free to use your own words.

Invite a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 15:33.  Hanging
around people who make good choices can influence us to
make good choices.  Hanging around people who make
bad choices can influence us to make bad choices.  Invite
a volunteer to read Hebrews 10:24-25.  We need to have
close friends who love Jesus and will help us follow God. 

Invite a volunteer to read Romans 12:2.  It’s not just people. 
Things we do and places we go can lead us to make good
or bad choices.  Another way to understand the verse, “do

http://www.runhardrestwell.org
http://www.famtime.com


not be conformed to the pattern of this world” would be
to say…just because everyone else does it doesn’t mean
it is good or right.  Being like everyone else isn’t the
guideline for making decisions.  Doing what God teaches
is the guideline for making decisions.

DISCUSSION: Can you think of a time when someone
influenced you to make a good choice and another time
when someone influenced you to make a bad choice? 
Listen to answers.  What TV show or movie might friends
watch that we aren’t going to watch?  Listen to answers. 
What places might others go, where we wouldn’t go? 
Listen to answers.  Talk about the differences between
something being wrong and something being a preference.

Wrong:  Going with friends to steal candy from a store. 
Preference:  One family at church may not watch a particular
movie or read a certain book while another family will.

ACTIVITY: Invite a volunteer to read 1 Corinthians 15:58.

Part 1:  On your paper, make a list of friends, activities
and other things that can help us stand firm for Jesus. 
Make a second list of things that can make us weak
spiritually and lead us away from living a Godly life.  

Example:

Stand Firm                              Weak
Friend’s name                                  Classmate’s name
Going to church                       Skipping church to

        play video games
Praying                                           Gossip
Telling the truth-                    Lying
   even when it’s hard.

Part 2:  On the fingertips of one hand, write the initials of
five family members or Christian friends who help you make
good choices and follow God.  On the fingertips of your
other hand, draw symbols of the faith like the Bible, dove-
representing the Holy Spirit, church, and cross.

Part 3:   Fill the bowl with approximately ¼ cup of water
and ¾ cup of cornstarch (a 1:3 ratio).  Mix.  The mixture
should be fairly thick.  (Brownie batter consistency.)  Each
person takes a turn grabbing a glob of the mixture and
holding it over the bowl.  Roll the glob around in your hand
to make a ball.  Point out how the glob holds the form of a
ball as long as you move it around.  Now stop rolling the
glob and let it sit in the palm of your hand.  It will flatten and
drip through your fingers back into the bowl.  1 Corinthians
15:58 encourages us to stand firm.  The glob of
cornstarch represents us.  With the help of our friends,
Jesus, and the church – represented by the symbols on
our fingertips, we can stand firm and make good choices. 
But without the help of our Christian friends, the Bible,
and the church…we can become soft and fall apart!  Our
friends and faith keep us standing firm.  

Memorize:

Wrong friends can make me weak, I become strong when
God I seek.

Close in Prayer

October:  Share

Teaching Goal:  Jesus teaches us to share.

Scripture:  John 6: Jesus feeds 5,000 – the boy with five
loaves and two fish.

Materials:
• Candy corn
• One picture of candy corn for each child
• Kitchen knife

In Advance: Draw or find a picture of candy corn.  Enlarge
the picture and make a color copy for each child.  Glue the
picture onto construction paper to make it more durable.  Cut
the pictures into pieces to create a puzzle for each child.  Use
fewer pieces for younger children.

Switch one piece from each child’s puzzle with another
child’s puzzle.  This means each child will be missing one
piece and have an extra piece that doesn’t fit.  The children
will have to share with each other in order to complete the
puzzles.

1. Play theme song
2. Pray
3. Review last lesson
4. Lesson and discussion
• Words that are written in bold are when you, the

parent, are speaking. Feel free to use your own words

Using an age appropriate Bible, read the story of Jesus
feeding the 5,000 from the book of John.  Talk about a time
when you have seen a group of 5,000 (such as a sporting
event).  Imagine what it would be like if all of those people
were hungry at the same time, and you had a couple hot
dogs.  Would that feed everyone?  That’s how the little boy
must have felt.  Jesus was able to feed the 5,000 people
because the boy shared what he had.

Who would like a treat?!  (The more people the better.) 
Take out one piece of candy corn, and using the kitchen knife,
cut it into pieces equal to the number of people present.  Give
each person a tiny piece.  Are you full?  This is what would
have happened if Jesus hadn’t performed a miracle.  But
Jesus did perform a miracle, and after Jesus fed the 5,000
people, there were 12 baskets of food left over.  Bring out
several small dishes full of candy corn.

ACTIVITY: Candy corn puzzles.  Hand out a candy corn
puzzle for each child to put together.  You may choose to give
each child a small dish of candy corn to enjoy while working
on his or her puzzle.

Provide hints that they may need to share if they become
frustrated when they discover the puzzles don’t have all of the
correct pieces.  When we all share and work together, the
puzzles all fit!  Talk about other examples of sharing.  Not
sharing leads to fighting, crying and hurting each other. 
Sharing is a better option, and God teaches us to share.

Memorize:

Show others you care, By choosing to share.

Close in Prayer



November:  Sabbath Habits
Teaching Goal:  Live a balanced life by including times of
rest.

Scripture:

Matthew 14:23  …And after [Jesus] had dismissed the
crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. 
When evening came, He was alone.

Ecclesiastes 4:6 Better is one hand full of quietness than
two hands full of toil and a striving after wind.

Psalm 46:10 Cease striving [Be still] and know that I am
God.

Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew
a steadfast spirit within me.

Materials:      See lesson and discussion

1. Play theme song
2. Pray
3. Review last lesson
4. Lesson and discussion
• Words written in bold are when the leader is

speaking. Feel free to use your own words.

Life is a balance of work and rest.  God worked and He
rested.  God created us in His image, which includes
working and resting.  In the Ten Commandments, He
commands us to take a Sabbath — “rest.”

The concept of rest, spiritual rest, exists somewhere
between sleep and work.  Listed below are activities that
people use to create an atmosphere of rest.  Some skills
that may be used to maximize times of rest include: 
thinking; listening; and worshipping.  Common elements
to activities on the list include:  being in God’s creation;
being alone; using repetitive movements; and quiet or
minimal sound.  Remember, rest is more an attitude of the
heart than something you do.  So although the activities
below may involve rest for some people, they can also be
associated with work for others.  If you’re physically or
mentally tired after the activity, then you may have been
involved in work or leisure, but you probably haven’t
rested.

Kite Flying       
Prayer retreats

Walks or hikes 
Driving without the radio or other distractions

Watching the clouds                      
Lying quietly under the stars

Journaling                                       
Hunting

Sitting in a candle lit room            
Gardening with soft background music         

Soaking in a hot tub
Fasting                                            

Meditating on a scripture passage
Sitting by a campfire                     

Rocking a baby
Fishing                                            

Sunbathing

ACTIVITY: Schedule Sabbath.  In the same way we
schedule jobs, chores, school, sports, favorite TV shows,
sleep and church activities; we can schedule rest – a
Sabbath minute, hour or day.  Tonight, we are going to
have a time of rest or Sabbath, so that we are refreshed
and ready for what God wants us to do the rest of the
week.  Choose an activity from the list above, or you own
idea, which will be restful for your family.  If you can’t do the
Sabbath activity now, then schedule a time for later in the
week for your Sabbath rest.  Model and teach your children
to develop Sabbath habits.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT.  At the beginning, when teaching
children to view these activities as times of Sabbath, it is
helpful to give them a thought or question to ponder.  Food
for thought ideas might include:

Scriptures (Proverbs is a good source.)  For example:

• Proverbs 4:23
• Proverbs 6:6-8
• Proverbs 6:16-19

Bible Story Key Points.  For example:

• How do you think David felt going out to fight
Goliath?

• How could Paul be content even when he was in
prison?

• What would you have said to Jesus if you were
Lazarus?

• Where do you think Jesus slept?

Topics for prayer time:

• Praise
• Forgiveness
• Thanksgiving
• Worship
• Concerns

What’s on your Mind?

• What are you happy about right now?
• Are there friendships that concern you?
• Where do you need help?

Memorize:
Give God your best, Balance work and rest

Close in Prayer

Board of Elders
The end of October is upon us, and the beginning of
November is ahead of us.  Even though we have many
uncertainties in our lives, such as our health, finances, Covid
19, the November election, we can be assured that our Lord
and Savior is with us every step of the way.  There is a
devotion booklet that I discovered through Time of Grace
Ministries, called Every Drop of Jesus.  This daily devotional
reading walks you through the book of John.  The book of
John is full of passages that re-assure us of Gods continued
grace in our lives, here are just a few:  

John 3:16: For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish



but have eternal life.
John 5:24: Truly, truly I say to you, an hour is coming
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God, and those who hear will live.
John 11:25-26: Whoever loves his life loses it, and
whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal
life. If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where
I am there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me,
the Father will honor him.

The Board of Elders encourage everyone to read their Bible
daily.

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday mornings
at 7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 1450 AM. 
You can also listen on-line or via podcast at
www.lutheranhour.org.  You can also download the
Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your mobile device. 
Instructions for doing so can be found at
www.lhm.org/apps/. 

November 1
"Some People Never Change?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Some people never change. Most people do. With God, all people
can.
(Daniel 4)

November 8
"Tied into the Same Lifeline"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Humble pie is on the menu at an ill-fated feast.
(Daniel 5)

November 15
"BIGGER"
Guest Speaker: Pastor Gerard Bolling
Big problems call for faith in an even bigger God. Pastor Gerard
Bolling tells how the God Who is bigger than our problems works
through us to bring bigger blessings to the people around us.
(Daniel 6)

November 22
"Politics in Perspective"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Political turmoil is nothing new and political security is only
temporary. We can't escape politics. However, Dr.Michael Zeigler
offers good news of a kingdom that cannot be overthrown and will
never pass away.
(Daniel 7:1-14)

November 29
"Magnum Opus"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Daniel 8:27)

Stewardship Corner
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding
of His Son’s blood, His death for our sins, and His resurrection for
our justification, God the Father has received us back into His
family. By water – combined with His Word, promise, and Name
– the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in
Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly
blessed.

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and
everything that is His – righteousness, peace, eternal life – also
belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His
fatherly divine goodness and mercy.

We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of
His varied grace, we manage them in such a way that they may be
returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers
of thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.

Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to
Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We share with our family,
neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy
things given by the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and
for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they are pressed into
His service for His kingdom.

Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails
to remember us. He pours out the fullness of His promises upon us.
We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue
to do. We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all
even as our heavenly Father has given to us.

As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give
thanks continually for all that we are and all that we have because of
God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in
bringing everything that we have received from God to Him, so that
He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For
to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an
abundance.
Taken from www.LCMS.org

Click on this hyperlink www.michiganintouch.com to view this
month’s Michigan in Touch supplement.

Board of Education needs your help!  Due to COVID-19, we
have made the decision that we cannot host our monthly
Shipwrecked Saturday Adventure(s).  However, we have
come up with a plan to still be able to continue our outreach
to area kiddos. Renewed Blessings Resale Shop has
graciously offered to be a "pick up" location for children to
receive a packet each month. The packet will consist of an
activity page(s), a small craft, and some treats.  October's
focused on "Shine with the Light of Jesus".  November will
highlight Thanksgiving, and December will celebrate the birth
of Jesus. What we need is your help by way of donations of
individually wrapped treats (i.e. fruit snacks, cheese and
crackers, cookies, candy. Your generous support is so very
much appreciated. Items can be placed in the
nursery/preschool Sunday School room. (Oh, and we are also
sponsoring children's bags for our Hygiene Pantry). Thank
You...God's Blessings.

Reminder...our Hygiene Pantry has resumed and will
distribute next on Monday, November 16, from 9:30 -11:00
a.m. and again from 3:30 - 5:30 p.m. Volunteers are needed

for the afternoon distribution.
Call Cinda Grulke at 734-2926.

As always, donations are also appreciated at any time!
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