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CIRCUMCISION AND NAME OF JESUS January 1, 2021

AS WE GATHER
Though this day has more secular overtones than Christian ones, it is an
appointed day on our liturgical calendar.  This day, on the octave of
Christmas, we recall an important event in the life of our Lord, when in
accord with the Levitical law, He was circumcised and given the name
Jesus.  Luther preached on this feast, and Bach wrote several cantatas for
it.  According to Paul, in Christ we were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands.  Because we are in Christ, His fulfillment of that law
covers all of us.  And in Christ, the name of Jesus covers us as well—the
name of Him who saves His people even at the cost of His own blood.

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

T PREPARATION T

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 130:3–4
P If You, O Lord, should mark iniquities,
C O Lord, who could stand?

P But with You there is forgiveness,
C that You may be feared.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
(Silence for self-examination.)

P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore I pray to God Almighty that he would have mercy on me,
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life.  Amen.

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness,
and remission of all your sins.  Amen.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven
and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought,
word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most
grievous fault; wherefore I pray to God Almighty that he would
have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life.  Amen.

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins.  In the stead and by the command of our Lord
Jesus Christ, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The peace of the Lord
T be with you.

C And also with you.

T WORD T

HYMN OF RESPONSE
“How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”  LSB 524

1 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds
    In a believer’s ear!
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds,
    And drives away our fear.

2 It makes the wounded spirit whole
    And calms the heart’s unrest;
’Tis manna to the hungry soul
    And to the weary, rest.

3 Dear name! The rock on which I build,
    My shield and hiding place;
My never-failing treasury filled
    With boundless stores of grace.
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4 O Jesus, shepherd, guardian, friend,
    My Prophet, Priest, and King,
My Lord, my life, my way, my end,
    Accept the praise I bring.

5 How weak the effort of my heart,
    How cold my warmest thought!
But when I see Thee as Thou art,
    I’ll praise Thee as I ought.

6 Till then I would Thy love proclaim
    With ev’ry fleeting breath;
And may the music of Thy name
    Refresh my soul in death!
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KYRIE AND LITANY ON THE NAME OF JESUS
P Lord, have mercy.
C Christ, have mercy.
P Lord, have mercy.

O Jesus, hear us.
C O Jesus, hear us.

P Jesus, Son of the living God,
Jesus, Splendor of the Father,
Jesus, Brightness of the eternal light,
Jesus, King of glory,
Jesus, Sun of righteousness:

C Have mercy on us.

P Jesus, Patron of the future ages,
Jesus, Counsel to the mighty angels,
Jesus, most powerful,
Jesus, most patient,
Jesus, most obedient,
Jesus, most gentle,
Jesus, most loving:

C Have mercy on us.

P Jesus, Peace of God,
Jesus, Author of life,
Jesus, Pattern of virtues,
Jesus, Lover of souls,
Jesus, our God and Refuge,
Jesus, Strength of the poor,
Jesus, Treasure of the faithful,
Jesus, Good Shepherd to the lost:

C Have mercy on us.
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P Jesus, True Light, Eternal Wisdom, Infinite Good,
Jesus, our Way, Truth, and Life,
Jesus, Joy of the angels,
Jesus, King of the patriarchs,
Jesus, Master of the apostles,
Jesus, Teacher of the evangelists:

C Have mercy on us.

P Jesus, be merciful to us
C and spare us, O Jesus!

P From all evil, from all sin, from Your wrath, from the snares of the devil,
and from everlasting death:

C Deliver us, O Jesus.

P Through the mystery of Your holy incarnation, nativity, holy life, 
agony and passion, cross, death, and burial, resurrection and
ascension:

C Deliver us, O Jesus.

P O Jesus, hear us.
C Hear and answer us, O Jesus.

P Lord, have mercy.
C Christ, have mercy.
P Lord, have mercy.

HYMN OF PRAISE   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380
1 Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King;
    Peace on earth and mercy mild,
    God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the_angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
    Late in time behold Him come,
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the_incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain
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3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
    Light and life to all He brings,
    Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.  Lord God, You made Your beloved Son, our Savior,
subject to the Law and caused Him to shed His blood on our behalf. 
Grant us the true circumcision of the Spirit that our hearts may be made
pure from all sins; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT   Numbers 6:22–27
(God gives His blessing and benediction to His people.)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 8; antiphon: v. 9
P O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth!
C You have set Your glory above the heavens.

Out of the mouth of babes and infants, You have established strengthP
because of Your foes,

C to still the enemy and the avenger.

P When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,
C the moon and the stars, which You have set in place,

P what is man that You are mindful of him,
C and the son of man that You care for him?

P Yet You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
C and crowned him with glory and honor.

P You have given him dominion over the works of Your hands;
C you have put all things under his feet,
 
P all sheep and oxen,
C and also the beasts of the field,
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P the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea,
C whatever passes along the paths of the seas.

P O LORD, our Lord,
C how majestic is Your name in all the earth!

EPISTLE  Galatians 3:23–29
(The Law was our guardian until Christ came.)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VERSE Matthew 1:21
P Alleluia.  She will bear a son, and you shall call His name Jesus,
C for He will save His people from their sins.  Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL  Luke 2:21
(Jesus is circumcised and given His name.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

P This is the Gospel of our Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CREED Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth.
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
   He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” LSB 390
1 Let us all with gladsome voice

    Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
    His own Son hath given.

2 To this vale of tears He comes,
    Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes
    We may reign in gladness.

3 We are rich, for He was poor;
    Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
    Here on earth and yonder.

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear,
    Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.
    Amen, Jesus, hear us.
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SERMON
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

– Psalm 19:14

OFFERINGS
· May be left in the narthex or mailed to the church
· May be given electronically:

o Visit our web site:  www.peacelcms.org
o Click on the “Give” button or “Ministries” and then on

“Online Giving”
· May be given by text to (989) 308-4203 & then follow the

instructions

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Lord, You gave to us the blessing of Your name, placed that name upon

Your own Son, and by Him all nations are blessed.  Hear the prayers of
Your people who call upon Your name.

(Silence for prayer and meditation.)

P Bless us, O Lord, and keep us in the name of Jesus, that receiving the
gift of His righteousness by faith we may display in our own lives our
love for Your Word and our trust in Your grace.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.
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P Make Your face to shine on us, Lord, that we may never be without the
guidance of Your Word and the voices of those whom You have
appointed to preach that Word to us.  Grant Your favor to all pastors
and church workers in the coming year so that they may faithfully fulfill
all the duties and responsibilities of their offices on our behalf.  Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lift up the countenance of Your favor upon our nation and those who
govern us in this land.  Bring peace to places where war and violence
threaten, and deliver us from all injustice and callous disregard of the
precious gift of life.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Lord, cover us with the name of our Savior in our hour of need, and
grant us grace to endure patiently in the afflictions of this body and life. 
Hear us especially on behalf of … and those we name in our hearts,
that they may be delivered according to Your will and be kept faithful
until the day when all their troubles shall cease.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Guide us, O Lord, to know and use wisely Your gift of time, lest we
invest our hearts too much in those things temporal that we miss the
eternal, which You have given to us in Christ.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Instill in us, O Lord, a generous heart and a willing spirit, that we may
use wisely and for Your glory all the resources You have entrusted to
us and return to You the tithes and offerings You are due, along with the
song of praise and thanksgiving we lift before You.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Hear us, Lord, as we recall those who have died in faith and now rest
from their labors, accept our gratitude for the blessings You showed
them in this life, and guard us so that at length we may follow in their
steps, fall asleep in the arms of our Savior, and awaken in His likeness
and glory.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord.

C Amen.

P Father, hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
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as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever.  Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.   
Numbers 6:24–26

C Amen.

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN
“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”  LSB 917

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
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T in the name of Jesus T
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