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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends in Christ,

As I sit down to write this, it’s difficult to believe that Christmas
has already come and gone.  And it’s also difficult not to wonder
where the month of December went.  And for that matter, all of
2018.  From our family to yours, we pray that each of you enjoyed
a blessed Christmas, and we pray for you a blessed and happy New
Year, as well!

We will not be with you for the final Sunday of 2018, as we are
preparing to travel back to Peoria, Illinois, my hometown and where
my mom still lives, in order to help her celebrate her 80  birthday. th

My two younger brothers will be there, as well, and this will be the
first time in many years that we have all been together around the
holidays.  In fact, this will be the first time our entire family has
been in one place period, as we have a 1 ½-year old niece that I still
haven’t met!  We are looking forward to seeing everyone for a
couple of days.  Please keep us in your prayers, especially that the
Lord would bless us with favorable weather and safe travels!

When we return, it will be 2019 and time to set our sights in earnest
on the new year ahead.  Two important January activities for you to
mark on your calendars:  On Sunday, January 6, we will hold our
annual Installation of Officers during the service.  All new and
returning officers and Board and Committee members will be asked
to come to the front of the church following the Offering in order
to be installed into their positions for the year.

On Thursday evening, January 31, we will hold our annual Officer
Orientation and Congregational Leader Training.  We had
more than 30 members in attendance last year, and I would love to
see a similar response this year.  Among other topics, I am currently
planning a focus on the process of developing new leaders.

As we prepare to begin a new year, it is also an opportune time, if
we aren’t doing so already, to ingrain Bible-reading habits into
our regular routine.  Whether we read a few minutes each day, or a
few minutes here and there, for people who want to be more than
casual followers of Jesus (which really isn’t an option He gives us
anyway), hearing from God on a regular basis needs to be and
remain a priority in our lives.  Even if we have failed in the past, it
is never too late to start again.

Periodically someone will admit to me that they find the Bible
difficult to understand and are therefore reluctant to attempt to read
it for themselves.  While I always appreciate people being honest
with me about that, the fact of the matter is that none of us will ever
become more comfortable reading the Bible without … actually
reading the Bible.  There is simply no substitute for sitting down
and reading the Bible for yourself and at your own pace.

If you’re not sure where to begin, a wonderful place to begin is with
the Gospels themselves at the beginning of the New Testament –
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  These are the four books that
record the life and ministry of Jesus.  Greg Finke, in his book
Joining Jesus on His Mission, points out that one of the necessities

if we are going to join Jesus on His mission in our everyday lives is
to hear from Jesus directly.  The best way to do that is by reading the
Gospels over and over again so that we are continually learning from
Him.

As one example, a year or so ago I began reading through the Gospel
of Matthew one short section at a time, rather than trying to read an
entire chapter at a time.  It took me a little bit longer to make it all
the way through, but I appreciated the opportunity to focus on
shorter sections.  You might consider doing something similar.  In
addition, you might consider reading one of the Psalms every day. 
That has been my personal practice for many years.  In fact, even if
I don’t have time to do anything else, I try to make sure I at least do
that each day, so that I am simply reading through the Psalms one at
a time, in order, over and over again.  If you haven’t discovered it for
yourself, the Psalms are tremendously relevant resources!

As I’ve mentioned on occasion before, one especially helpful
resource to have in your library, if you don’t already, is a good Study
Bible.  I wholeheartedly recommend The Lutheran Study Bible, in
particular.  In addition to providing explanatory notes for most
verses, one of the features I have come to appreciate most is that
TLSB provides a summary paragraph for each short section
throughout the Bible.  Along with those summaries, it also provides
a brief prayer, which means that the study notes can be read
devotionally.  If you’re interested, the TLSB, along with many other
Bibles, is on sale through the end of December from Concordia
Publishing House.  Information was provided in your mailboxes at
the beginning of the month, and extra copies remain available in the
narthex – see the purple sheets.

Something else you might consider as the New Year begins is a
Bible Reading Plan.  “Crafted by Truth,” a reading plan provided
by our Michigan District which guides the reader through the entire
Bible in the course of one year, is one example.  Copies of that plan
are available in the narthex if you’re interested.

Another helpful resource, if you like to read on your smartphone or
tablet, is a Bible app.  Among many others available, I recently
discovered the YouVersion app, for example (you can easily find
it in the App store), which provides a wide variety of reading plans
and helps.  It also sends me a notice at the same time every day with
a Verse of the Day, which serves as a great reminder, and which I can
also easily share with others on Facebook, for example.

Finally, in 2019 I am going to be exploring ways to make Bible-
reading and Bible study a renewed focus for our congregation. 
Something that has been on my heart and mind as of late is finding
ways to make the Bible less intimidating for all of us.  God didn’t
give us His Word so that we would be intimidated by it, but so that
we would, as the old prayer says, read, mark, learn and inwardly
digest it.  You can all help me with this.  What would help to make
the Bible less intimidating for you?  One of the possibilities I’m
considering is a sermon series on basic Bible questions and topics. 
Do you have some Bible-related questions you’ve always wanted to
ask?  If so, jot them down and share them with me, please.  You can
text them to me at (309) 840-0989, E-mail them to me at
pastor@peacelcms.org, or simply drop them off in the church office.

mailto:pastor@peacelcms.org


As we continue to celebrate the birth of our Savior, and as we ring
out the old and ring in the new in the coming days, may our Lord
Jesus – who is Immanuel, God with us – bless and be with each of
you!

In His Service,

Pastor Derek Riddle

Board of Elders
Where did the time go? The beginning of the month of December 
we started preparing. We sent out and received lots of Christmas
cards and we did extra cleaning and then decorated and then we
baked and baked and made lots of "goodies" and we shopped a lot
and bought lots of presents and wrapped them carefully and gave
gifts and received gifts and then we prepared special dinners and
snacks.....we gathered with friends and family...all this for
Christmas.  And now it is over ….just like that!  Is it really over? 
By no means!

Prayerfully, we prepared our hearts, too, for the remembrance of
this special day of  Christmas, the birth day of our Lord and Savior,
Jesus  Christ.  Did we take all that special time and care preparing
"ourselves" for Him  on His special day as we did with all the
cleaning, writing cards, baking and preparing food? We say JESUS
IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON, but did we spend much
time 'preparing’ for that? Take time to KEEP JESUS IN SEASON
FOR THE REASON. God sent His Son on Christmas Day to be our
Redeemer. Through His Word he is sending us to share Jesus, Our
Savior, with our neighbor.

Remember, His entrance came as a quiet  surprise, being born in a
humble dwelling in Bethlehem, and not in a palace.  He slept in a
manger and was welcomed by the shepherds.  "How silently, how
silently the wond’rous gift is given!"

This year as you pack up your Christmas decorations, don't put
away the spirit of Christmas.  We can keep the spirit of Christmas
alive long after the celebrations have ended.   As the New Year
comes, remember He came for US – to save US from our sins!
  
JESUS IS THE REASON EVERY SEASON!

This year there was a change in our Thanksgiving, Advent  and
Christmas worship schedule. Thanksgiving service was held the
evening before Thanksgiving Day. Advent services were shared
among St. John's, Immanuel and Peace. Christmas Eve included
only the Family Service with Children’s Program; we did not have
a Candlelight service this year. Please let the Elders know how you
felt about the changes in the schedule.

Sisters In Christ
Just a month ago, we held our “Angels Among Us” Luncheon and
Program.  Once again a sincere Thank You to everyone for making
it such a heart- warming success!  We just wanted to share a few
details about it.  There were 55 ladies in attendance, 34 were
members of Peace and 21 were guests invited by our members.  The
event began with Prayer and a warm word of welcome.  The ladies
heard angel stories, Bible verses, an angel song, and enjoyed a
heavenly lunch!  We also took time to write out Christmas cards to
our shut in members, our senior members over eighty, veterans
living in a VA home in Grand Rapids, and a few other people that
ladies wanted to include!  Sixty cards were mailed out to let others
know we were thinking of them and wishing them the blessings of
Christmas.  It was a wonderful time of Christian fellowship,
outreach and service!   Plans for the “Bloom where you are Planted”

event are underway!  It will be held in the spring.  Watch for details! 
Please plan to join us!! 



In Other News...
Cancellations:  With winter weather now upon us, just a
reminder about the procedure in the event that a service or
another activity has to be canceled due to inclement
weather.  In the case of services, once a decision to cancel
is made, the cancellation will ordinarily be announced on
our Facebook page and our web site, as well as on radio
station WATZ 99.3/96.7.  For those for whom we have
contact information (cell phone numbers or E-mail
addresses), an announcement will also be sent via Remind. 
If you would like to be added to that mailing list, or if you
would like to be sure you’re included, please contact the
church office with your contact information.  For all non-
service activities, cancellations will be communicated in a
manner that seems to be the most sensible for the group
involved.  In the event of a school snow day, all non-service
activities are ordinarily canceled automatically.  Services
are generally handled on a case-by-case basis.

Beginning the second Monday of January (1/14), a new
Chronic Pain Support Group will begin meeting at the
church, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  The support group will be facilitated
by Lee Bingle and Dianne Darga; please see either of them
with questions.  Everyone is welcome!

The Lutheran Hour
The Lutheran Hour can be heard locally on Sunday mornings at
7:00 a.m. on 92.5 FM and at 11:00 a.m. on 1450 AM.  You can
also listen on-line or via podcast at www.lutheranhour.org.  Now
you can also download the new Lutheran Hour Mobile App to your
mobile device.  Instructions for doing so can be found at
www.lhm.org/apps/. 

January 6
"The Word Turned Toward"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
People use their words to build bonds of trust with people they
love. In Jesus, God does the same-He turns His Word toward us.
(John 1:1-18)

January 13
"Reason to Believe"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Do you have a reason to believe that everyone should believe
what you believe? John did. Come and see.
(John 1:19-51)

January 20
"My Delight is in Her"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Anthony (Tony) Cook
As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, God rejoices over you.
This week we explore our new name and identity as the bride of
Christ.
(Isaiah 62:1-5)

January 27
"Surrender to Start New"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Starting a new life involves surrender-a break with the past. In
that surrender, the past can be restored.
(John 2:1-25)

Call the church office at (989) 734-7621 if
you have an item for the February newsletter. 
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