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1  SUNDAY IN LENT February 21, 2021st

AS WE GATHER
Today we hear of God testing Abraham and of Satan tempting Jesus. 
James reminds us that God tempts no one.  So, how can we know whether
God is testing us or Satan is tempting us?  James reminds us that “Every
good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James
1:17).  As we go through life, striving to live out our calling as God’s people,
we will hit obstacles and face tests to our faith and to how we live that faith. 
God can work through these tests to draw us closer to Him.  On the other
hand, Satan wants to lure and entice us away from the path God would have
us walk.

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

T PREPARATION T

OPENING HYMN  “The God of Abraham Praise” [vv.1-4, 9] LSB 798
1 The God of Abr’ham praise,

    Who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days
    And God of love.
Jehovah, great I AM!
    By earth and heav’n confessed;
I bow and bless the sacred name
    Forever blest.
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2 The God of Abr’ham praise,
    At whose supreme command
From earth I rise and seek the joys
    At His right hand.
I all on earth forsake,
    Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r,
And Him my only portion make,
    My shield and tow’r.

3 The God of Abr’ham praise,
    Whose all-sufficient grace
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days
    In all my ways.
He deigns to call me friend;
    He calls Himself my God.
And He shall save me to the end
    Through Jesus’ blood.

4 He by Himself has sworn;
    I on His oath depend.
I shall, on eagle wings upborne,
    To heav’n ascend.
I shall behold His face;
    I shall His pow’r adore
And sing the wonders of His grace
    Forevermore.

9 The whole triumphant host
    Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
    They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
    I join the heav’nly lays:
All might and majesty are Thine
    And endless praise!
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Mark 14:38; 1 Peter 5:8; 1 Corinthians
10:12–13

P Jesus said, “Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

C Be sober-minded; be watchful.  Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
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P Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.

C God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Romans 6:20, 22–23,
adapted; Mark 1:15

P God’s Word reminds us that when we were slaves of sin, we were free
in regard to righteousness.

C But now that we have been set free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the fruit we bear leads to sanctification and its end,
eternal life.

P For the wages of sin is death,
C but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

P Let us confess our sins to God, who has brought us out of slavery and
promises to lead us to the promised land of heaven:

(A moment for silent confession.)

P Heavenly Father, we know we are blessed when we remain steadfast
under trial, yet we fall prey to the devil’s schemes and give in to
temptation.  We are lured and enticed by our own evil desires - desires
that contradict your good and gracious will.

C For Jesus’ sake, forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P As Jesus began His ministry, He said, “The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.”  As you
have repented of your sins, believe these words as if Jesus Himself was
standing here speaking them to you:  I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

T WORD T

KYRIE    James 1:18; Psalm 102:1, adapted
P Lord, have mercy.
C Christ, have mercy.

P Lord, have mercy.
C Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we

should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.

P O LORD, hear our prayer.
C And let our cry come to You!
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.  O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the
wilderness and brought them to the Promised Land.  Guide the people
of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT  Genesis 22:1–18
(God tested Abraham.)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE  James 1:12–18
(The path temptation treads)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VERSE     Ephesians 6:11
P Put on the whole armor of God,
C that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.

HOLY GOSPEL  Mark 1:9–15
(Jesus is baptized and sent to be tempted.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

(The Gospel is read.)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CATECHISM READING The Sixth Petition and Explanation
P And lead us not into temptation.  What does this mean?
C God tempts no one.  We pray in this petition that God would guard

and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may
not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other
great shame and vice.  Although we are attacked by these things,
we pray that we may finally overcome them and win the victory.
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SERMON HYMN “O Christ, You Walked the Road” LSB 424
1 O Christ, You walked the road

    Our wand’ring feet must go.
You faced with us temptation’s pow’r
    And fought our ancient foe.

2 No bread of earth alone
    Can fill our hung’ring hearts.
Lord, help us seek Your living Word,
    The food Your grace imparts.

3 No blinding sign we ask,
    No wonder from above.
Lord, help us place our trust alone
    In Your unswerving love.

4 When lures of easy gain
    With promise brightly shine,
Lord, help us seek Your kingdom first;
    Our wills with Yours align.

5 O Christ, You walked the road
    Our wand’ring feet must go.
Stay with us through temptation’s hour
    To fight our ancient foe.

© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.

SERMON
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

– Psalm 19:14

OFFERINGS
· May be left in the narthex or mailed to the church
· May be given electronically:

o Visit our web site:  www.peacelcms.org
o Click on the “Give” button or “Ministries” and then on

“Online Giving”
· May be given by text to (989) 308-4203 & then follow the

instructions

OFFERING HYMN      “Create in Me”  LSB 956
1 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

    and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence;
    and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation;
    and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

Public domain

5

http://www.peacelcms.org


PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Psalm 25:4–6, adapted
P Friends in Christ, I urge you to lift up your souls to our God in whom we

trust, as Christ, our Lord, promises to hear us:

Lord Jesus, You are the Lord of the Church.
C Bless the work of our congregation and all who bear Your name.

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD,
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

P Lord Jesus, the government is on Your shoulders.  Watch over all in this
world.

C Guide the world’s leaders with Your wisdom, as well as our elected
officials - our president, our governor, and our local authorities -
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives.

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD,
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

P Lord Jesus, You are our Teacher.  Make us to know Your ways, O Lord;
teach us Your paths.

C Lead us in Your truth and teach us, for You are the God of our
salvation; for You we wait all the day long.

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD,
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

P Lord Jesus, You are the God of our salvation.  Guide us, Lord, in living
lives that bear witness to Your truth.

C Lead us to connect with those who are wandering or who do not
know You.

P Remember Your mercy, O LORD,
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

P Lord Jesus, You are the Great Physician.
C Bind up the brokenhearted, give sight to the blind, make the lame

to walk and the deaf to hear.

P We name before You those who are struggling in body, mind, and spirit
and ask You to heal them:

Remember Your mercy, O LORD,
C and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

P Into Your hands, Lord Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your great mercy to hear and answer us.

C Amen.
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T SACRAMENT T

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil
and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we
might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and
truth.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:

SANCTUS
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had

mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a
substitute.  We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your
only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our
father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever.  Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matthew 26:26–28; Mark
14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20;
1 Corinthians 11:23–25

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said:  “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you.  This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:  “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION
When directed by the Ushers, please proceed to the front of the church by
way of the side aisles, practicing appropriate social distancing.  Each side
of the sanctuary will be invited to the Communion rail in alternating fashion,
with approximately six communicants at the rail at a time, utilizing the
spaces marked on the floor.  The first person in line will proceed to the end
of the Communion rail on the opposite side of the church.  Couples and
families are welcome to commune together.  Communicants are invited
either to kneel or stand; the Communion rail will be sanitized following the
departure of each “table.”  Following the dismissal by Pastor, please return
by way of the center aisle, placing your empty Communion cup in the basket
provided.  The first person to the Communion rail will also be the first to
leave. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“Just as I Am, without One Plea”  LSB 570

1 Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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2 Just as I am and waiting not
To rid my soul of one dark blot,
To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

3 Just as I am, though tossed about
With many_a conflict, many_a doubt,
Fightings and fears within, without,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind;
Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yea, all I need, in Thee to find,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
    O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Public domain

“I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table”  LSB 618

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table,
    For weak and weary is my soul;
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able
    To satisfy and make me whole:  

Refrain:
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning
    That sinners may salvation see
Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning;
    So I, a sinner, come to Thee.  Refrain

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior,
    Because I have a sinful heart,
Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never,
    For Thou my faithful shepherd art:  Refrain

4 Weary am I and heavy laden;
    With sin my soul is sore oppressed;
Receive me graciously and gladden
    My heart, for I am now Thy guest.  Refrain

10

5 What higher gift can we inherit?
    It is faith’s bond and solid base;
It is the strength of heart and spirit,
    The covenant of hope and grace.  Refrain

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.

“Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior”  LSB 619

1 Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior,
    Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
These are my life and strength forever,
    By them my hungry soul is fed.

Refrain:
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!

2 With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
    I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
    It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

3 Who can condemn me now? For surely
    The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely
    With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

4 Though death may threaten with disaster,
    It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
    With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

5 My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
    O blessèd, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling,
    Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE
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POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING
P Let us pray.  O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness,

who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we
thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this
Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to
rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Numbers 6:24–26

C Amen.

12

CLOSING HYMN  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”  LSB 656
1 A mighty fortress is our God,  

    A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from ev’ry need
    That hath us now o’ertaken.
The old evil foe
Now means deadly woe;
    Deep guile and great might
    Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

2 With might of ours can naught be done,
    Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One,
    Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
    Of Sabaoth Lord,
    And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.

3 Though devils all the world should fill,
    All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill;
    They shall not overpow’r us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
    He can harm us none.
    He’s judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him.

4 The Word they still shall let remain
    Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
    With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
    Though these all be gone,
    Our vict’ry has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.

Public domain

T in the name of Jesus T

Acknowledgments:
This morning’s service has been adapted from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter
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13


