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2  SUNDAY OF EASTER  April 11, 2021nd

AS WE GATHER
We tend to look for things to make faith easier.  Signs, wonders, or just little
hints here and there would help.  But the disciples had all these things and
heard Jesus promise His resurrection, and still they gathered behind the
locked doors of their fears.  What we do have is Christ, His Word that
bestows and sustains our faith, and His Holy Sacrament wherein He feeds
us with His body and blood.  Though we have not seen with our eyes, we
see with faith and join with doubting Thomas to confess, “My Lord and my
God!”

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

RINGING OF THE BELLS

WELCOME

T PREPARATION T

OPENING HYMN   “Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain” LSB 487 

1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain
    Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel
    Into joy from sadness,
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke
    Jacob’s sons and daughters,
Led them with unmoistened foot
    Through the Red Sea waters.
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2 ’Tis the spring of souls today:
    Christ has burst His prison
And from three days’ sleep in death
    As a sun has risen;
All the winter of our sins,
    Long and dark, is flying
From His light, to whom is giv’n
    Laud and praise undying.

3 Now the queen of seasons, bright
    With the day of splendor,
With the royal feast of feasts
    Comes its joy to render;
Comes to gladden faithful hearts
    Which with true affection
Welcome in unwearied strain
    Jesus’ resurrection!

4 For today among His own
    Christ appeared, bestowing
His deep peace, which evermore
    Passes human knowing.
Neither could the gates of death
    Nor the tomb’s dark portal
Nor the watchers nor the seal
    Hold Him as a mortal.

5 Alleluia! Now we cry
    To our King immortal,
Who, triumphant, burst the bars
    Of the tomb’s dark portal.
Come, you faithful, raise the strain
    Of triumphant gladness!
God has brought His Israel
    Into joy from sadness!
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INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

EASTER ACCLAMATION
P Alleluia!  Christ is risen!
C He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:6–10
P If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness,
C we lie and do not practice the truth.

P But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another,

C and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us.

C If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

P If we say we have not sinned,
C we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

P Almighty and everlasting God, for our many sins we justly deserve
eternal condemnation.  In Your mercy, You sent Your dear Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, who won for us forgiveness of sins and everlasting
salvation.  Grant us a true confession that, dead to sin, we may be
raised up by Your life-giving absolution.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that
we may be ever watchful and live true and godly lives in Your service;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

(Silence for reflection.)

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name.  Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to
completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C Amen.
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T WORD T

HYMN OF PRAISE
“Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”  [vv. 1-3, 6] LSB 467

1 Awake, my heart, with gladness,
    See what today is done;
Now, after gloom and sadness,
    Comes forth the glorious sun.
My Savior there was laid
Where our bed must be made
    When to the realms of light
    Our spirit wings its flight.

2 The foe in triumph shouted
    When Christ lay in the tomb;
But lo, he now is routed,
    His boast is turned to gloom.
For Christ again is free;
In glorious victory
    He who is strong to save
    Has triumphed o’er the grave.

3 This is a sight that gladdens—
    What peace it doth impart!
Now nothing ever saddens
    The joy within my heart.
No gloom shall ever shake,
No foe shall ever take
    The hope which God’s own Son
    In love for me has won.

6 Now I will cling forever
    To Christ, my Savior true;
My Lord will leave me never,
    Whate’er He passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;
He breaks through sin and pain;
    He shatters hell’s grim thrall;
    I follow Him through all.
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SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
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P Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the
Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus
Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

FIRST READING  Acts 4:32–35
(The believers were of one heart and soul.)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE  1 John 1:1–2:2
(If we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ.)

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL HYMN   “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” LSB 465

1 Now all the vault of heav’n resounds
In praise of love that still abounds:
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
    “Christ has triumphed! Christ has triumphed!”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal is the gift He brings,
Therefore our heart with rapture sings:
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
Now still He comes to give us life
And by His presence stills all strife.
    Christ has triumphed! He is living!
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 O fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
Set heart and will on things above
    That we conquer through Your triumph;
Grant grace sufficient for life’s day
That by our lives we truly say:
    “Christ has triumphed! He is living!”
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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4 Adoring praises now we bring
And with the heavn’ly blessèd sing:
    “Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!”
Be to the Father and our Lord,
To Spirit blest, most holy God,
    All the glory, never ending!
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

© 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012683.

HOLY GOSPEL  John 20:19–31
(Blessed are those who have not heard and yet believe.)

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.

(The Gospel is read.)

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

CREED     Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

     maker of heaven and earth.
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died, and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,
     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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SERMON HYMN
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”  [vv. 1-5] LSB 470

1 O sons and daughters of the King,
Whom heav’nly hosts in glory sing,
Today the grave has lost its sting!
    Alleluia!

2 That Easter morn, at break of day,
The faithful women went their way
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay.
    Alleluia!

3 An angel clad in white they see,
Who sits and speaks unto the three,
“Your Lord will go to Galilee.”
    Alleluia!

4 That night the_apostles met in fear;
Among them came their master dear
And said, “My peace be with you here.”
    Alleluia!

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard
That they had seen the risen Lord,
He doubted the disciples’ word.
    Alleluia!
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SERMON
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

– Psalm 19:14

OFFERINGS
· May be left in the narthex or mailed to the church
· May be given electronically:

o Visit our web site:  www.peacelcms.org
o Click on the “Give” button or “Ministries” and then on

“Online Giving”
· May be given by text to (989) 308-4203 & then follow the

instructions

OFFERING HYMN
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”  [vv. 6-9] LSB 470

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see,
And look upon My hands, My feet;
Not faithless but believing be.”
    Alleluia!
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7 No longer Thomas then denied;
He saw the feet, the hands, the side;
“You are my Lord and God!” he cried.
    Alleluia!

8 How blest are they who have not seen
And yet whose faith has constant been,
For they eternal life shall win.
    Alleluia!

9 On this most holy day of days
Be laud and jubilee and praise:
To God your hearts and voices raise.
    Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Merciful Father, at Your bidding we come to You in prayer, trusting in

Your mercy to supply us with all that is needful and beneficial to us and
for all for whom our prayers have been requested.

Silence the doubts that plague us and deliver us from fear, that
believing in You we may know the full comfort of Your gracious
presence.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Deliver us from pride and humble us by Your Spirit so that, confessing
all our sins, we may know the peace of a clear conscience and serve
You with all our heart, mind, body, and soul.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Make Your Church bold in the confession of Your name before the
world and give Your blessing to all pastors and church workers as they
accomplish Your bidding in their service to us in Your name.  Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Guard us from all enemies and bless our nation with good government
and good leaders, that we may enjoy justice before the law, equality of
opportunity in the marketplace, and peace in our communities and
between the nations.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Restore those absent too long from the Church’s sacramental life and
bring to repentance those who have fallen into error and sin, that they
may again be one with us at the Table of the Lord.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.
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P Give comfort, healing, patience, and strength to the sick, to those
suffering a troubled mind, and to those carrying the heavy burden of
grief, that they may know Your presence in their hour of need.  Lord, in
Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Accept the praise and thanksgiving of our lips, the tithes and offerings
we bring, and our labors for Your glory, that we may not suffer from
ingratitude or the pride that believes all we have is the fruit of our own
work.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Remembering blessed Thomas and all the disciples, the saints and the
martyrs, and those who taught us the faith and now rest from their
labors, bring us with them through the day of trouble into the dawn of
peace and the place of everlasting life and light through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.  Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer and grant our supplication.

P Grant to us that we may worthily receive this blessed Sacrament of
Your Son’s body and blood and may confidently trust that You will both
hear and answer the prayers of Your people and supply us with all good
things according to Your merciful favor; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION Hebrews 13:20–21; Numbers 6:24–26
P Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord

Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal
covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do His will,
working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory forever and ever.
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DISMISSAL
P Go in peace! Serve the Lord!
C Thanks be to God.

CLOSING HYMN
“Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise”  LSB 917

1 Savior, again to Thy dear name we raise
With one accord our parting hymn of praise;
Once more we bless Thee ere our worship cease,
Then, lowly bending, wait Thy word of peace.

2 Grant us Thy peace upon our homeward way;
With Thee began, with Thee shall end, the day.
Guard Thou the lips from sin, the hearts from shame,
That in this house have called upon Thy name.

3 Grant us Thy peace, Lord, through the coming night;
Turn Thou for us its darkness into light.
From harm and danger keep Thy children free;
For dark and light are both alike to Thee.

4 Grant us Thy peace throughout our earthly life,
Our balm in sorrow and our stay in strife;
Then, when Thy voice shall bid our conflict cease,
Call us, O Lord, to Thine eternal peace.
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T in the name of Jesus T

Acknowledgments:
This morning’s service has been adapted from Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter
2, and Divine Service, Setting Three, of The Lutheran Service Book. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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